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enews Slump Figh + 
Law to Curb Rackets 


= MEETING WITH REPORTERS on Capitol Hill, AFL-CIO Pres. George Meany and Auto Workers 
@uPres. Walter P. Reuther discuss conference with Senate Majority Leader Lyndon B. Johnson (D- 
™ Tex.) and Sen. John F. Kennedy (D-Mass.) at which they had discussed labor legislation scheduled 
for hearings before Kennedy’s Labor subcommittee. 


Knowland, White House 


Beaten: 


AFL-CIO Backed Measure 


Passes Senate Unanimously 


The fight to provide federal protection for employe welfare plans shifted to the House as the 
Senate unanimously passed the Douglas-Kennedy-Ives bill after beating off persistent and pro- 
longed Republican efforts to attach a long series of union-regulating “riders.” 

The bill faces a prospect of delay if Chairman Graham Barden (D-N. C.) of the House Labor 
Committee is successful in a ae to reopen lengthy hearings on top of extensive testimony his com- 


Mittee heard last year. 
The situation would be further 
complicated if the Eisenhower Ad- 
Ministration, repeating its tactics in 
the Senate, should demand that 
the House consider detailed amend- 
Ments on regulations of unions. 


Backed by AFL-CIO 


The AFL-CIO General Board, 
Meeting in Washington, repleged 
full support for the welfare-pian 
bill and declared that its purpose 
should not be “frustrated” through 
“the tacking-on of ‘irrelevant pro- 
Posals” not yet processed by the 
appropriate labor committees. 


The AFL-CIO, the board de- 
clared, “will co-operate with the 
Congress in the enactment of 
constructive, maturely con- 
sidered legislation” directed to- 
ward the correction of “specific 
abuses which cannot be dealt 
with without governmental help.” 


Senate approval of the welfare 
Measure represented a first major 
Victory in a long drive to safe- 
guard the interests of all workers— 
nion and non-union alike—by re- 
@iring detailed financial reports 


‘tors of employe sickness, hospi- 
talization and pension plans. 

The bill, co-sponsored by Sen- 
ators Paul H. Douglas (D-Ill.), 
John F. Kennedy (D-Mass.) and 
Irving M. Ives (R-N. Y.), would 
also impose criminal penalties for 
embezzlement or false reporting. 

The program was strongly back- 
ed by the AFL-CIO and for two 
years before merger by the separate 
federations. The Douglas - Ken- 
nedy-Ives measure last year picked 
up the support of the Eisenhower 
Administration, which previously 
had advocated a much less ex- 
tensive bill. 

An active lobby of insurance 
companies and businessmen’s 
groups failed in the Senate in an 
effort to win exemption for plans 
administered solely by employers. 


This exeniption, which would 
have denied protection to about 
90 percent of the workers now 
covered by welfare plans, was over- 
whelmingly defeated when offered 
as an amendment by Sen. Gordon 
Allott €R-Colo.) with the backing 
of three other Republicans and one 
Democrat from the Labor Com- 


to the Labor Dept. by administra- 


mittee. It was beaten on a 59-to- 
28 roll call vote. 
The real fight on the bill came 
when first Sen. William F. Know- 
land (R-Calif.) and then the White 
House, speaking through Labor 
Sec. James P. Mitchell, tried to 
force through union - regulation 
amendments with an argument that 
the welfare-disclosure measure of- 
fered what “seemed” to be the 
Senate’s “only chance” this ses-. 
sion to vote on general labor leg- 
islation. 

Knowland, the Senate GOP floor 
leader who is running for gov- 
ernor of. California on a, state 


fered a group of amendments 
which he described to reporters 
as composing, in a package, a “bill 
of rights” for union members al- 
legedly dominated by officials. 
Mitchell, after a White House 
visit, announced that broader 
Adminstration proposals—some 
pending since 1954—also would 
be offered as amendments. The 
sponsor of the Administration . 
measures, Sen. H. Alexander 


“right-to-work” law platform, of- 


Executive Council, 
Board Set Policies 


By Saul “Miller 
The AFL-CIO is squared away for a two-front battle—to secure 


Administration and congressional action to prevent the nation from 
sliding into a full-blown depression and to aid in the passage of 


appropriate legislation to curb improper practices in the labor- 
management field. 
The threat posed by the deepening recession and the ouriosk 
for labor legislation at the current session of Congress dominated 
the sessions of the AFL-CIO General Board and Executive Council 
in Washington. 
General Board Takes Stand 
The General Board, at a one-day meeting, explored the economic 
and legislative picture and ‘issued statements declaring: 
1 —The AFL-CIO will support “properly drafted, properly 
considered, necessary and adequate legislation in the area of 
labor-management improper practices” but will oppose measures 
that would destroy or weaken “honest, decent American trade 
unions.” (Page 1) 
° —The Administration and Congress must carry out the clear 
intent of the Employment Act of 1946 and act immediately 
to prevent the recession from becoming a full-blown depression. 
(Page 12) cs 
The board called for an immediate tax cut in federal in- 
come levies for families with taxable incomes of $5,000 a year 
or less and elimination of excise taxes on autos, electrical appli- 
ances and transportation. 


3 —Adequate federal standards should be included in the 
emergency unemployment compensation bill. The emergency 
measure was stripped of the few provisions that met with the Gen- 
eral Board’s approval when it passed the House a few days later. 
(Page 12) 
AFL-CIO Pres. George Meany told reporters at a press confer- 
ence that the federation is willing to discuss any aspect of needed 
legislation and testify on any proposals for labor legislation. 
The AFL-CIO, he added, has been erroneously reported as 
opposed to any labor legislation at this session of Congress. He 
pointed out that in testimony before the Kennedy subcommittee 
in March he supported provisions for reporting on union funds 
and stiffening penalties for embezzlement and bribery. 
(Continued on Page 3) 


Labor Urges U.S. Spur 
Atom Inspection Pact 


The AFL-CIO called on the Eisenhower Administration to 
“take positive action” to further global nuclear disarmament by 
working through the United Nations Disarmament Commission for 
an international inspection system. 

Until this objective is achieved, the AFL-CIO Executive Council 
declared in a statement on defense‘?———— 
and disarmament, the U.S. “should | rive of Soviet communism for 
reinforce both the conventional |World domination and its opposi- 
and nuclear elements in the basic|tion to all proposals designed ef- 
NATO defense system, continue | fectively to prohibit the use of nu- 
its policy of acquiring missile bases |Clear weapons. . . .” 
abroad and strengthen the Strate- The council noted that the So- 
gic Air Command in order to| Viet Union has returned to a 
maintain a strong deterrent against| “one-man dictatorship” and a 
aggression and to preserve peace.” | tightening of the Soviet grip over 

The major responsibility for| its satellites. It added that “no 
acute world tensions, -said the; considerations of truth, con- 


(Continued on Page 2) 


council, (Continued on Page 2) 


“rests on the continued 
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Senate-House Dispute 


Snags Postal Pay Hike 


Action on the postal pay increase bill ground to a halt as 
Senate-House conferees bogged down on a matter of “bookkeeping” 
regarded by many as the heart of the legislation. 

The snag was a policy statement on whether some postal revenue 
losses should be charged to public service or written off as a busi- 


ness loss. 


The question of whether opera- 
tions of the Post Office Dept. 
should be regarded as a public 
service or a “business” is an issue 
of long standing. Senate conferees 
wanted to spell out the specific 
functions which should be charged 
to public service and paid for by 
congressional appropriation. House 
conferees were .reported unable to 
agree among themselves and desir- 
ous of postponing a decision. 


Agreed on Pay Hike 

The controversy came a week 
after the conferees had agreed on 
a 10 percent wage increase for 
530,000 postal workers, retroactive 
to Jan. 1, and decided to raise 
first-class postal rates from the 
present 3 cents to 4 cents effective 
July 1. No date was set for an- 
other conference meeting. 

The AFL-CIO Executive 
Council, meantime, had urged 
the conferees and Congress to 
“stand firm” on the pay agree- 
ment “and to continue to work 


for final enactment into law, 
thus meriting full commendation 
and thanks” of the council. 

The council said the amount 
of the increase is “not as much 
as is deserved or had been hoped 
for,” but it “clearly indicates the 
conferees’ willingness,” it added, 
“to go far in inducing” Pres. 
Eisenhower to sign the bill. 

“The cause of the postal em- 
ploye,” the resolution pointed out, 
“has been advanced considerably 
in the present. session of Congress 
to the end that completion of the 
legislation can be had through pres- 
idential approval.” 


Above Administration Rate 


The wage agreement would per- 
manently increase present pay by 
7.5 percent, and give cost-of-liv- 
ing increases for three years of 
2.5 percent for the first six pay 
grades and 1.5 percent for the sev- 
enth, for an average of about 10 
percent. The Eisenhower Admin- 
istration had suggested a flat 6 
percent pay boost. 


(Continued from Page 1) 
Smith (R-N. J.) who is retiring 
after this session, hastily flew 
from his home state to return to 
the debate. 


In a debate and a series of roll 
calls that promise major struggles 
over labor legislation during the 
summer, Sen. Lyndon Johnson (D- 
Tex.), majority leader, rallied the 
Democrats to beat back GOP ef- 


to the welfare-plan bill. 


. Hill Promises Action 
Chairman Lister Hill (D-Ala.) 
of the Senate Labor Committee 


| declared that the committee would 


consider labor legislation and Ken- 
nedy, as chairman of a subcom- 
mittee on labor-management rela- 
tions, pointed out that hearings 
had been held and would be re- 
sumed May 5. ; 

Johnson charged that Know- 
land and Smith were seeking to 
bypass the committee system to 
push through sweeping pro- 


Chairman John L. McClellan 
(D-Ark.) of the special commit- 
tee investigating labor-manage- 
ment activities denounced the 
by-pass tactics and said he did 
not want any bill approved under 
conditions allowing either labor 
or management to say, “We did 
not have our chance to testify.” 

All but one or two Democrats 
lined up with Johnson and a solid 
band of minority Republicans, led 
by Ives, denounced the Knowland- 
Mitchell tactics. 


Ives Hits Tactics 

Ives pointed out that as vice 
chairman of the McClellan com- 
mittee he had a series of bills of 
his own to promote union democ- 
cracy and restrict abuses, but flat- 
ly declared, “I would vote against 
my own bill” if it were offered as 
an amendment in a maneuver 
threatening to block the welfare- 
disclosure bill and bog it down. 


Knowland, who did not offer a 
“right-to-work” amendment as 
part of his “package” despite his 
advocacy of such a measure in 
his state, was credited by fellow 
Republicans with having scored 
political points in the floor fight. 


He has made himself, said 


Foreign Policy Statements Deal 
With Soviets, Spain and Africa 


(Continued from Page 1) 


sistency or honor govern the be- 
havior of the Soviet govern- 
ment representatives in their so- 
called peace offensive and in any 
negotiations which may take 
place.” 


The council reaffirmed the posi- 
tion of the Intl. Confederation of 
Free Trade Unions that without 
control, inspection and supervision 
any agreement on disarmament 
“would entail the gravest dangers 
for the security of the free 
world... .” 

It endorsed also another ICFTU 
resolution pointing out rejections 
by the Soviet Union of numerous 
free world disarmament proposals 
while propagandizing for a sum- 
mit conference. 4 


energy and insure its use only 
for peaceful purposes. ; 

The council adopted also a 
statement endorsing fully a mani- 
festo on Spain adopted by the 
ICFTU in March, 1958, calling 
for a returti to democracy, free 
trade unionism and political rights 

The council noted that recent 
strikes in Spain demonstrated dis- 
content with dictatorship and with 
living and working conditions. 

It pointed out that “the long- 
standing opposition of the Ameri- 
can trade unions to Franco totali- 
tarianism is not modified by any 


Knight to Head New 
Inter-American Unit 

AFL-CIO Pres. George Meany 
announced the establishment of a 
separate federation committee on 
Inter - American Affairs to be 
headed. by Vice Pres. O. A. 
Knight. 

The Inter-American group was 
formerly, a subcommittee of the 
Committee on International Affairs. 
Members of the new full committee 
besides Knight are Vice Presi- 
dents William C. Doherty, David 
Dubinsky, David J. McDonald and 
Emil Rieve. 


military or economic arrangements 
made between our government and 
the present Spanish regime.” 

In a third statement the coun- 
cil pledged its support to the 
democratic forces in the Union 
of South Africa “working for the 
creation of a country which will 
not be divided by racial differ- 
ences and which will not be 
victimized by economic exploita- 
tion.” 

The statement senda the 
“racist course” of the South Afri- 
can government and especially the 
arrest and indictment on charges 
of treason of 91 leaders of organ- 
izations opposed to the govern- 
ment’s apartheid (racial discrimi- 
nation) program. 

Backs African Labor 

It assailed further the denial 
of recognition to African labor un- 
ions and the absence of collective 
bargaining and the right to strike. 

The South African government, 
the council concluded, is playing 
into the hands of the Communists. 
The U.S., it added, must “not dilute 
its official stand in the United Na- 
tions or in private discussions with 
South African officials” on the 


question of. racism. 


forts to attach general legislation 


Sen. George D. Aiken (R-Vt.), 
“the conservative leader of Re-— 
publicans in the country and in 
California.” 

Knowland’s pending departure 
from the Senate in favor of a fight 
for state office is widely viewed as 
an effort to rebuild his political 
career, in which he has been out- 


Doetlte Tree Riedy Funds" 
|Bill Battle Shifts to-House 


stripped by his fellow Californian, 


Vice Pres. Nixon. 
The senator’s election as goy. 


ernor would give him control of 
California’s powerful delegation to 
the 1960 GOP nominating conven. 
tion, when a candidate to suc 
ceed Pres. Eisenhower must be 
selected. 


.| labor movement. 
taken and is taking effective 
codes. 

substantial progress. 


removed. 


fit plans. 


cent American trade unions. 


Text of Resolution | 
OnLaborLegislation 


The AFL-CIO by its constitution and by convention ac- 
tion is pledged to the elimination of corrupt and racketeering 
influences which have penetrated into some segments of the 


To this end, the AFL-CIO has adopted ethical practice 
codes dealing with the broad aspects of. this problem and has 


In its fight against corruption, the AFL-CIO has made 
It intends to continue this fight vigor- 
ously to the end that every vestige of corruption shall be 


The AFL-CIO, in addition to its own actions, in this area, 
will cooperate with the Congress in the enactment of con- 
structive, maturely considered legislation directed to meeting 
specific disclosed abuses which cannot adequately be dealt 
with without governmental help. 

As an example of the legislation we support, we again 
urge, as we have for over four years, immediate Senate pas- 
sage of the Douglas-Kennedy-Ives bill, S. 2888, for full dis- 
closure of the finances of health, welfare and pension bene- 


We do not believe that the purpose of this bill should be 
frustrated through the tacking on of irrelevant proposals not 
yet processed by the appropriate Senate committees. 

Our support of such legislation is not limited to the Doug- 
las-Kennedy-Ives bill. We reiterate our support of properly 
drafted, properly considered, necessary and adequate legis- 
lation in the area of labor-management improper practices. 

While supporting appropriate corrective legislation, we will 
continue to resist proposals which, under the guise of dealing 
with improper activities, seek instead to undermine effective 
collective bargaining by destroying or weakening honest, de- 


measures to implement such 


ing that the recent series of out- 
breaks “clearly indicate a con- 
certed course of criminal action 
. « . and point to the existence of 
a conspiracy.” 

The council said the wave of 
violence has been “inspired by 
organized hate groups,” and it 
called on Southern members of 
Congress “to join with us in this 
request for an FBI investiga- 
tion” to preserve “the safety of 
innocent men, women and chil- 
dren and the structure of law- 
and order.” 


Progress toward achieving fair 
treatment under the Civil Rights 
Act of 1957, the council said, 
in a broad policy resolution, “has 
ground almost to a halt.” It point- 
ed out that the Senate has not yet 
confirmed appointment of the staff 
director for Civil Rights Commis- 
sion and Congress has not appro- 
priated operating funds. 

No Action Taken 


Further, the civil rights state- 
ment continued, the Justice Dept. 


case involving deprivation of the 
right to vote even though many 
such cases have been called to its 
attention.” 

The council expressed concern 
over this failure to act, noting 


FBI Asked to Probe 
South’s Race Bombings 


A “full-scale FBI investigation” into the “conspiracy” behind 
the series of bombings of Negro and Jewish religious institutions 
and schools in the South, was called for by the AFL-CIO. 

The Executive Council, in a civil rights statement, urged 
Attorney Gen. William P. Rogers to order such a probe into the 


bombings and lawlessness, declar- 


“has not yet processed a single} 


that the 1958 registration primary 
period is now under way, and 
that “millions of American citi- 
zens continue to be deprived of 
their precious right of franchise 
because of the color of their 
skin.” 

If the Civil Rights Act is to 
fulfill “any of the hopes” enter- 
tained at the time of its enact- 
ment, the statement continued, both 
the Administration and Congress 
“must permit no further delay in 
carrying out their respective ob- 
ligations.” 

New Legislation Needed 

“Even if fully implemented,” the 
council said, the 1957 law “is 
not enough, ” and further ae 
tion in the field of civil rights, and 
the proper enforcement of such 
new laws, are urgently needed. 

The Executive Council took 
note of the fact that the rising 
tide of unemployment is being 
accompanied by an increase in 
discrimination. “Bred by in- 
security and fear,” it said, “the 
spirit of intolerance is stalking 
normally peaceful and neighbor- 
ly communities.” 

It called on the trade union 
movement to “set the right example 
and to point the way for all Amer 
icans to the fulfillment of freedom 
and justice.” 
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— Three 


AFL-CIO Backs 


Laws to Curb Crooks 


Labor Will Fight Measures 
To Destroy ‘Honest’ Unions 


(Continued from Page 1) 

He emphasized sharply, however, that there were a number of 
legislative proposals on the Hill which are designed to destroy or 
seriously weaken unions and these the AFL-CIO would oppose. 

The AFL-CIO’s determination.to aid in passage of needed legis- 
Jation such as the welfare funds protection bill that passed the 
Senate during the week, was spelled out in a visit by Meany and 
Vice Presidents Walter P. Reuther, George Harrison and Al J. 
Hayes with Senate Majority Leader Lyndon Johnson (D-Tex.) 
during the council sessions. © 

At its three-day meeting, the council acted in a number of im- 
portant areas concerning national and international affairs, ethical 
practices, jurisdiction and merger. These were major actions: : 

e Called on the Eisenhower Administration to take “positive | § 
action to further worldwide nuclear disarmament by working 
through the United Nations Disarmament Commission for an inter- 
national inspection system. (Page 1) 

e Strongly supported an Intl. Confederation of Free Trade 
Unions manifesto calling for a return to democracy in Franco 
Spain and an end to the totalitarian dictatorship that has caused 
new labor unrest. (Page 1) 


Demands FBI Probe of Bombings 
e Demanded a full-scale FBI investigation into the “conspiracy” 


SEC, 


ee 


REAS. WILLIAM F. SCHNITZLER left, joins two AFL- 
CIO vice presidents in discussions at the Executive Council meeting 
in Washington. With him are George M. Harrison, president of the 
Railway Clerks, and David J. McDonald, president of the Steel- 


behind the series of bombings of Negro and Jewish religious in- 
stitutions and schools in the South. (Page 2) 

e Urged prompt enactment of a $1.5 billion federal aid to 
education school construction bill reported out by a House Educa- 
tion subcommittee. (Page 12) 

e Asked the House-Senate conference committee to “stand 
firm” on the present pay agreement worked out by the committee 

to give 500,000 postal workers a long overdue pay increase despite 
reported House opposition. (Page 2) 

e@ Continued on probation the United Textile Workers pending 
a further clean-up and compliance with a council order to remove 
Burton Hyman as a vice president of the union. If the UTW fails 
or refuses to accept the council’s directive by May 9 it will stand 
suspended. (Page 3) 

e Continued also the probationary status of the . Distillery 
Workers union under the supervision of an AFL-CIO monitor 
and indicated it will re-examine the status of the union at its next 
meeting to determine whether the union has acted fully in line with 
previous council clean-up orders. (Page 3) 

e@ Referred to the Ethical Practices Committee for review a sec- 
tion of Ethical Practices Code No. 5 covering union loans to busi- 
ness enterprises. (Page 4) 


Meany Holds Press Conferences 

At press conferences Meany discussed these major subjects: 

1—He said mergers of AFL and CIO groups in all but a few 
states is expected within the next 90 days with five states having 
set or about to set merger convention dates. (Page 3) 

2—He has urged the Building Trades Dept. to go along with 
“partial implementation” of a plan to resolve jurisdictional disputes 
while efforts are continued to solve a problem posed by the Steel- 
workers who have run into difficulties on ratification of the dis- 
putes plan. (Page 4) 

3—The McClellan committee, he said, has served a very useful 
purpose in exposing corruption and digging into matters through 
its subpena powers that went beyond the scope of the AFL-CIO’s 
investigatory powers. 

Meany noted that the committee had lost a great deal of 

prestige as a result of the Kohler hearings and added that its 

report was unbalanced on the roles of unions and employers. 

4—He dismissed as “hogwash” charges made at a Chamber 
of Commerce meeting on labor’s political role, asserting that em- 
ployers had forced the unions into the legislative halls to defend 
gains won in strikes and through collective bargaining. 


clean-up orders. 

AFL-CIO Pres. George Meany 
told a press conference that the 
union has “made progress” to date. 

The Distillery Workers held a 
special convention in Washington 
in mid-April at which all major 
recommendations of AFL-CIO 
Monitor Peter M. McGavin were 
put into effect. 


~ Adopted Ethics Codes 


ethical practices codes, creation of 
departments of organization, re- 
search and education and the pub- 
lication of a monthly newspaper 
for the membership. 

The convention elected, under 
McGavin’s supervision of election 
procedure, Joseph O’Neill of Chi- 
cago, president and George J. Onto 
of New Jersey, secretary-treasurer. 
It also elected six new executive 
board members. 

The union’s general fund has 
been audited and a preliminary 
report indicates proper bookeep- 
ing and financial practices. Still 
awaiting completion is an audit 
of the-union’s social security 
fund. 


Delegates to the special conven- 
tion were elected by secret ballot 
and-were informed by McGavin 
of all the charges. 

The union was first placed on 
probationary status in May 1957, 
after the Ethical Practices Com- 
mittee in February 1957, found to 
be “dominated, controlled or sub- 
stantially influenced by corrupt in- 
fluences.” 


Metal Trades Appeal 
Rejected by Council 


The AFL-CIO Executive Coun- 
cil unanimously rejected a petition 
by the Metal Trades Dept. to re- 
open a case involving the depart- 
ment and the Auto Workers in 
Denver... 

At the February meeting the 
council had termed actions by the 
local metal trades council at the 
Glenn Martin plant in Denver a 
“raid” on the UAW. After hear- 
ing the petition, the council voted 
to reaffirm its earlier action and 
directed the department to with- 
draw the case Presently before 
(the NLRB. 


THREE AFL-CIO EXECUTIVE COUNCIL members huddle dur- 
ing spring session of the council in Washington. Left to right are 
Jacob Potofsky, president of the Clothing Workers; Harry C. Bates, 
president of the Bricklayers; James B. Carey, president of the 
Electrical, Radio and Machine Workers, 


Probation Cartinned 


For Distillery Workers 


The AFL-CIO Executive Council has voted to continue the 
Distillery Workers Union on a probationary status operating under 
the supervision of an AFL-CIO monitor. 
will re-examine the status of the union at its next meeting to deter- 
mine whether the union has acted fully in line with previous council 


These inclued adoption of the}. 


The council indicated it 


Textile Unions Make 
Progress on Unity 


The Textile Workers Union 
of America and the United 
Textile Workers have made 
“considerable progress” in 
negotiations for a merger of 
the two unions, AFL-CIO 
Pres. George Meany told a 
press conference. 

The only question still to 
be resolved is whether or not 
the UTW will be represented 
among the merged union’s 
general officers in the form 
of a special vice presidency 
or administrative vice presi- 
dent, Meany said. 


| Tied to Ouster 


Of Vice Pres. | 


The United Textile Workers has 


q been placed on continued proba- 
{tion by the AFL-CIO Executive 


Council pending a further clean-up 
and compliance with a council 
order to remove Burton Hyman as 
a vice president of the union. 

If the UTW fails or refuses to 
accept. the council’s directive by 
May 9 it will stand suspended from 


Pres. Emil Rieve recorded as not 
voting, on a report and recom- 
mendations by AFL-CIO Pres. 
George Meany which found 
“substantial progress” by the 
union since its special conven- 
tion in eliminating serious abuses 
but added that “much remains to 
be done.” 

To allow the union to complete 
the clean-up process, Meany rec- 
ommended continued probation and 
supervision by an AFL-CIO moni- 
tor with a full report on compliance 
to be made to the next meeting of 
the Executive Council. 


Hyman’s Removal Asked 

Meany recommended also that 
the UTW “be directed to take im- 
mediate steps . . . to effect the re- 
moval of Burton Hyman as an of- 
ficer of the international union.” 

His report said that infor- 
mation presently available” in- 
cluding the interim reports of 
certified public accountants made 
to date, strongly indicate that 
Hyman has conducted himself 
as an officer of the international 
union in a manner consistent 
with his own personal interest 
and aggrandizement and in- 
consistent with his duties and 
responsibilties to the union mem- 
bership he was elected to serve.” 

Hyman was a member of the 
old UTW executive board and was 
re-elected a vice president at the 
special convention called under 
AFL-CIO auspices in March 1958. 
He is head of Local 229 in New 
York. 

The special convention, presided 
over by Peter M. McGavin, assist- 
ant to Meany, elected George Bald- 
anzi president and Francis Schau- 


fenbil secretary-treasurer, 


Unmerged States Report 


Progress on U 


nity Plans 


Merger of AFL and CIO groups in all but a few states is expected 
within the next 90 days, the AFL-CIO Executive Council was told. 
Ohio is slated to become the 37th merged state at a convention in 


Cleveland May 5. 


Indiana is scheduled to merge later in May 


and Idaho is planning for a July merger convention. Two other 


states, AFL-CIO’ Pres. 
Meany reported to the council, are 
expected to set convention dates in 
a few weeks. They are Pennsyl- 
vania and Rhode Island. 


Others Make Progress 

In a number of other states com- 
mittees from AFL and CIO state 
bodies are meeting and working 
out the framework for a merger 
agreement. These include Ken- 
tucky, New York, California and 
Wisconsin. 

In three states there is some ac- 
tion looking toward merger but 
progress has been slower than in 
the other unmerged states. These 
are Illinois, New Jersey and Massa-’ 
chusetts. 

At the AFL-CIO convention 
in December 1957 in Atlantic 
City, Meany reported that he 
would use AFL-CIO vice presi- 
dents in two-man teams to help 
complete mergers in the then 
15 unmerged states. Through 
the end of April 1958 three of 
the 15 have merged and the two- 
man teams have assisted in the 


George’ 


xy 


areas where merger is scheduled 
for later this year. 

At the February, 1958, session 
of the Executive Council merger 
in Michigan was set up when the 
council revoked the charters of 
the former AFL and CIO bodies 
and set up a special merger con- 
vention. 

Further Revocations Unlikely 

Meany indicated that he did 
not believe this process would have 
to be used again in bringing about 
merger in the 12 remaining states. 

AFL-CIO Sec.-Treas, William 
F. Schnitzler reported to the 
council that 504 new AFL-CIO 
charters had been granted to date 
to local labor groups. These in- 
clude 92 charters where two 
central bodies merged; 214 in- 
' volving one central body and Io- 
cal unions; 148 replacement 
charters and 50 to new groups. 

Of the 444 central bodies still 
unmerged there are 295 where 
there are AFL and CIO groups and 
149 where there is but one group 
and a number of local unions. 
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AFL-CIO NEWS, WASHINGTON, D. C., SATURDAY, MAY 3, 1958 


Reuther Says GM Attempts. 
To ‘Goad’ Union Into Strike 


Detroit—Auto Workers Pres. Walter P. Reuther has charged General Motors with trying to 
goad the union into a strike by its unprecedented tactics in announcing termination of the pres- 
ent contract as of May 29—two days before the union’s contracts with Ford and Chrysler expire. 

The UAW, said Reuther, is not going to “accommodate” them with a strike that would merely 
help the industry to sell its inventories of 850,000 new cars. 


Reuther returned here after the®— 


. AFL-CIO Executive Council ses- 
sion in Washington to join other 
UAW officials as negotiations with 
General Motors and Chrysler were 
resumed. 

¥*~ termination notice followed 
on the heels of a rejection by the 
big three automobile manufacturers 
of a UAW proposal designed to in- 
sure labor peace and restore pros- 
perity to the industry. 

The possibility that the Big 
Three auto makers were work- 
ing in close cooperation in 
negotiations was raised by reports 
that General Motors, Ford and 


Chrysler had held conferences 
among their top-level bargainers. 
One conference was said to have 
involved GM and Ford negotia- 
tors. Chrysler, reportedly repre- 
sented in similiar meetings, re- 
fused to confirm or dehy it. 


Three-Point Program 

The three-point program, 
thumbed down by the Big Three 
within 24 hours of its submission, 
called for: 

@ Extending current contracts 
for 90 days, thus foregoing an im- 
provement wage factor that would 
be payable as of the end of May 
under any new contract, coupled 


Cultural Center Backed 
By Executive Council 


Establishment of a National Cultural Center of the Performing 
Arts as a branch of the Smithsonian Institution in Washington was 
endorsed by the AFL-CIO Executive Council. 

Declaring that the nation’s cultural achievements “can make 
a powerful contribution towards building world respect” in the 


struggle with totalitarian commu-® 


nism, the council took note of the 
fact that primary encouragement 
and support of the performing 
arts must come from the people 
and from private organizations. 


Government Role Cited 


It said, however, that govern- 
ment “can and must” play a vital 
role, without interfering with the 
independence and creativeness of 
the artists. This government role, 
as seen by the council, would be 
to “provide facilities for interna- 
tional cultural exchanges, for the 
adequate presentation of Ameri- 
can achievements, both here and 
abroad, for encouragement to our 
young people to take up cultural 
pursuits.” 

In addition to endorsing the 


$1.90 Hourly 
Walsh-Healey 
Floor Urged | 


A minimum wage of no less 
than $1.90 an hour under the 
Walsh-Healey Act for all workers 
in the fabricated structural steel 
industry was recommended at a 
Labor Dept. hearing by Bert Seid- 
man, economist in the AFL-CIO 
Dept. of Research. 

Seidman also appeared for the 
Structural Iron Workers and the 
Steelworkers, principal AFL-CIO 
affiliates in the industry. 

He urged that the proposed 
minimum be applied on a nation- 
wide basis without a separate 
minimum for probationary work- 
ers. If a probationary minimum 
should be ordered, he said, it 
should be no more than 5 cents 
less and for a maximum period 
of one month, with the minimum 
for non-probationary workers set 
at not less than $1.94, 

A survey by the Labor Dept.’s 
Bureau of Labor Statistics in 
March 1957 showed that the pre- 
vailing minimum then was no less 
than $1.78, with the figure 4 cents 
an hour higher for non-probation- 
ary workers alone. Since then, he 
explained, the major unions have 
negotiated contracts covering 61.1 
percent of the workers in the in- 
dustry which raised wages by an 
average of 12 cents, which he 
maintained should be taken into 
consideration in making the final 
determination. 


proposed cultural center, the 
AFL-CIO urged Congress to be 
more liberal in providing funds 
for the Fulbright, Smith-Mundt, 
Mutual Security and Humphrey- 
Thompson Acts which, it said, 
“have been winning friends for 
the United States all over the 
free and uncommitted world.” 


The council statement praised 
the Commission of Fine Arts which 
recently added performing | arts 
representatives to its membership, 
and the recent Congressional ac- 
tion in providing permanent fa- 
cilities to house the National Col- 
lection of Fine Arts and the Na- 
tional Portrait Gallery. 


with emergency extension of sup- 
plemental unemployment benefits. 
@ A “meaningful price reduc- 


tion” on 1958 models in inventory | 
to “clear the market of the present | § 


glut of unsold cars” and stimulate 
national economic recovery. 

@ Joint labor-management effort 
in petitioning the federal govern- 
ment for a retroactive moratorium 
on the 10 percent auto excise tax 
plus federal legislation to extend 
the duration of unemployment 
compensation benefits. 

Flatly rejecting the UAW pro- 
posal to extend the contracts into 
September, the auto manufac- 
urers countered with a request 
for a two-year extension of the 
expiring contracts without alter- 
ation. On the heels of this pro- 
posal came GM’s notification to 
the union of contract  ter- 
mination. 

UAW Vice Pres. Leonard Wood- 
cock, director of the union’s Gen- 
eral Motors Dept., termed the GM 
action “a signal it hopes to force 
industrial strife,” but said the UAW 
would not be “maneuvered into a 
strike, particularly at a time hand- 
picked by the corporation.” 

He called the company’s ma- 
neuver a “threat to industrial 
peace” in an effort to win a tactical 
advantage at the bargaining table. 


| He declared General Motors could 


“best serve the nation” by reducing 
prices of its products and “ending 
its private repeal of the law of 
supply and demand.” 

In testimony before the House 
Banking Committee, Reuther 
pointed to the stockpile of new cars 
in dealers’ and manufacturers’ 
stocks and predicted “further lay- 
offs” by the automobile industry to 
deplete these inventories. 


Building Trades to Weigh 
Meany Job Disputes Bid — 


AFL-CIO Pres. George Meany has urged the Building and 
Construction Trades Dept. to “go along with partial implementa- 
tion” of a plan to resolve jurisdictional disputes. 

At the same time he proposed continuing explorations to 
resolve a problem posed by the Steelworkers, who claim that 


past practice in certain areas of® 


the country makes it difficult for 
the union to ratify the _disputes 
plan. 

The question came before the 
AFL-CIO Executive Council when 
representatives of the Building and 
Construction Trades Dept. pres- 
ented a statement calling for all 
unions affiliated with the building 
trades and the IUD to be bound by 
the agreement worked out by 
Meany and a special council sub- 
committee last February. 

The building trades claimed 
that the Steelworkers refusal to 
ratify the agreement cast doubt 
on the entire plan to settle 
jurisdictional disputes. They 
told Meany they would care- 
fully consider his request. 

Meany told a press conference 
that the issue involved was new 
construction on steel properties. 
The USWA in some areas have 
been involved in new construction 
—an area given to the building 
trades under the disputes plan—for 
more than 20 years. In one case 
in Portsmouth, O., building trades- 
men are working on the same job. 

_ USWA Practices Cited 

The Steelworkers, said Meany, 
believe that this past practice 
should not be upset and therefore 
have not ratified the plan. 


He urged that the trades con- 


tinue “partial implementation” 
while attempts continue to re- 

solve the Steelworkers’ problem. 

He said that while about 36 per- 

cent of the disputes involve the 

USWA, many others had been 

settled under the agreement. 

He added that since merger 
hundreds of cases had been handled 
and settled by his office. 

Defined Jurisdictions 

The February agreement set out 
areas of jurisdiction giving new 
construction to the building trades 
and general production and run- 
ning maintenance to the industrial 
unions. 

In the doubtful areas between 
these two, decisions would be made 
on the basis of established past 
practice on a plant, area or industry 
basis. 


New Tobacco Pact 


Nets Wage Gains 


Louisville, Ky—A new contract 
under which 2,200 members of 


Tobacco Workers Local 201 will | ic 


receive wage increases of 9 cents 
an-hour and adjustments of in- 
equities ranging up to 13 cents an 
hour has ended a threatened strike 
at the P. Lorillard Co. plant here. 

The agreement is retroactive to 
Jan. 1 and will remain in effect 
until Jan. 1, 1960. 


UNION OFFICIALS, Pres. 


David J. McDonald, right, of the Steel. 
workers and I. W. Abel, USWA secretary-treasurer, confer in the 
hearing room of the House Banking Committee. 
before the committee to give his views on legislation to relieve 
unemployment during the current recession. 


House Hears Pleas 
For Action 


Washington—Enactment of a broad legislative program to end 
the economic tailspin is long overdue, Auto Workers Pres. Walter 
P. Reuther and Steelworkers Pres. David J. McDonald declared 
in testimony before the House Banking Committee. 

The two union leaders blamed the recession in part on the 


McDonald wag 


on Slump 


“administered-pricing” policies of 
giant corporations, which pushed 
prices upward in the face of declin- 
ing demand. 

McDonald and Reuther called 
for prompt action on measures to 
raise and extend unemployment 
compensation, lower taxes for low 
and middle-income families, ex- 
tend minimum wage coverage, 
and advance comprehensive public 
works programs. 

McDonald later announced a 
meeting of the Steelworkers’ ex- 
ecutive board and wage-policy 
committee in Chicago May 14- 
15 to discuss, among other sub- 
ects, the unemployed status of al- 
most one-sixth of the union’s 
1.2 million members. 

Reuther told the House commit- 
tee headed by Chairman: Brent 
Spence (D-Ky.), that if the eco- 
nomic decline continues unchecked, 
the nation will suffer a loss of 
$55 billion in its gross national 
product. 


Cause for Concern 

He warned that the 78,000 drop 
in unemployment for mid-April 
was “cause’ for concern and not 
cause for optimism,” since there 
normally is a seasonal drop of 
200,000 in jobless rolls from mid- 
March to mid-April. 

McDonald lashed out at the 
Eisenhower Administration for 
“blindness and callousness” in its 
reluctance to halt the recession, 
adding that this put it “squarely 
up to the Congress to provide 
leadership” in returning the coun- 
try to full production. 


The two union presidents gave 
considerable emphasis in their tes- 
timony to the need for area rede- 
velopment—the issue for which the 
hearings originally were planned. 

Cites National Need 

Reuther urged Congress to “end 
the industrial blight that has been 
mushrooming throughout Amer- 
a.” He declared that “redevelop- 
ment of distressed areas is not a 
sectional need, it is a national 
need,” and added: 

“The number of urban and 
rural areas in need of economic 
help is so great, the loss in man- 
power and blighted lives as well 
as in dollars and cents is so 


enormous, that the problem de- 
mands national attention.” 


McDonald noted that the prob- 
lems of numerous areas in the 
country suffering from economic 
distress “pre-date the current re- 
cession.” He added that without 
“a constructive program and fed- 
eral assistance,” many of these lo- 
calities “will continue to have seri- 
6us economic problems even if 
the national economy improves.” 

Also testifying was Albert White- 
house, director of the AFL-CIO 
Industrial Union Dept. 


Ethics Group 
Plans Review 
Of Loan Code 


The AFL-CIO Executive Coun 
cil has referred to the Ethical Prac- 


tices Committee for review a seo — 


tion of Ethical Practices Code No, 
5 covering union loans to business 
enterprises. 

A complaint filed by the Ne 
tional Maritime Union against a 
loan made by the Seafarers Intl 
Union to a new shipping firm drew 
the council’s attention to the seo 
tion. 

Provision Cited 

Art. 5 of Code 5 declares: 

“Neither the AFL-CIO nor any 
national or international union affi- 
iated with the AFL-CIO should 
invest or make loans to any busk 
ness enterprise with which it bar- 
gains collectively.” 


The Ethical Practices Com- 


| mittee, Meany told reporters, 


The NMU charged that the SIU 
loaned $750,000 to the American 
Banner Line, which is building new 


ocean-going ships, in violation of © 


the above provision of the code. 


The SIU, Meany said, replied 
that it had no collective bargaining 
relationship with the company and 
therefore was not in violation. The 
union claims also it made the loan 
before the code was adopted. 
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Cincinnati Views Union Industries Show 
| wg Ohio Voters Warned 
Of ‘Work’ Law Drive 


Cincinnati, Ohio—“Millions of dollars” will be spent on “right-to- - 
work” propaganda in Ohio in an effort to “mislead voters” into 
“voting against the best interest of workers, of enlightened manage- 
ment, of small business, of farmers,” AFL-CIO Sec.-Treas. William 
F. Schnitzler told the 20th anniversary AFL-CIO Union Industries 
Show here. : 

Speaking at ceremonies opening the six-day show in Cincinnati’s 
Music Hall, Schnitzler said the “wreck” legislation on the Ohio ballot 
would work acainst “the economy of the Buckeye state.” 

The exhibits at the show—valued at more than $20 million— 
prove that “free labor and free management have more in common 
than they have in conflict,” he said. 

“I venture the guess that the industries represented here are not 
and will not be a party to any attempt to foist this kind of legisla- 
tion upon the people of Ohio,” he added. - 

Schnitzler said that the sponsors of such “vicious” legislation. 

“are the people who have fought against every social welfare step 
ee that has been taken in the state of Ohio,” including unemployment | 
ah. compensation, workmen’s compera tion, extension of the public 

’ 5 wg s 2 : school system and old age pensions. 

WIELDING OVERSIZE SHEARS in traditional ribbon-cutting ceremonies, AFL-CIO Sec.-Treas. “A right-to-work law,” he continued, “cannot and will not build 


William F. Schnitzler opens the 20th anniversary Union Industries Show at Cincinnati, O. Hold- the climate of mutual regard and respect and understanding between 
ing the ribbon are Joseph Lewis (left), secretary-treasurer of the AFL-CIO Union Label and Service workers and employers that is the bedrock upon which a free collec- 
Trades Dept., which sponsored the show, and John Mara, the department’s president. tive bargaining in a free economy should be built.” 


Pointing to the Union Industries Show—which had its beginning 
in the same hall in Cincinnati in 1938—as proof of the cooperation 
which exists between labor and management, he declared: 

“The union label has a very special meaning to the workers who 
have made the product. To them it means that they work under 
union_ conditions; that they have been paid a decent wage, and 
that the conditions under which they labor are clean and humane. 

It means they have a voice in their own economic destiny through 
their union. It means also that they are proud of the product that 
is the combination of their skill and management’s investment. 

“To the employer, the union label also has a special meaning. It 
means to him that his workers have a high regard for the job that 
they are doing, that they are proud enough to put their seal of ap- 
., proval upon his product, that the workers of his company and the 
A stockholders of his company have combined skill and capital to 

| make a product of which both are proud.” 

| Schnitzler said that the union label show was the best answer to 
| “right-to-work” proponents, because “it is the story of partners in 
t the American system of free enterprise.” 


DRAMATIZING THE FIGHT against Ohio’s “right-to-work” law was this display by the Ma- 
chinists, which told the thousands of show visitors that “monkeys can live on peanuts” but that Ohio 
workers need more than that. AFL-CIO Dir. of Organization John Livingston and Schnitzler 
prove the point as they feed show-stopping monkeys. 


| A LITTLE MISS examines a miniature old-fashioned cook stove, 
part of the Stove Mounters display which showed progress of union 
craftsmanship over the years in helping produce better products 
leading to today’s sleek electric and gas ranges. 


EAGER SCHOOL KIDS joined their parents to swarm through more than $20 million worth of PRETTY MODELS from Cincinnati stand beside oversized pair of 
displays of union-made products, stressing labor-management cooperation. Exhibitors gave away union-made overalls on display outside Music Halt where 20th anni- 
over $80,000 in prizes and souvenirs to focus public attention on the six-day show. Purpose is versary Union Industries Show was held—in the same building 
to stimulate greater demands for goods and services produced by AFL-CIO members.. which was the site of the first such show, in Cincinnati in 1938, 
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Welfare Plan Victory 


qT SENATE’S PASSAGE of the welfare plan disclosure bill 
without crippling amendments is a major victory for clean, 
democratic trade unionism and those employers who believe with 
the AFL-CIO that the handling of a worker’s welfare and pension 
money is a sacred trust. 

The National Association of Manufacturers, the U.S. Chamber 
of Commerce, the insurance companies all vigorously opposed 
the measure because it calls for disclosure of financial operations, 
costs and other essential data from all welfare and pension plans, 


whether administered individually by unions and employers or 
jointly by both. : 


About 90 percent of workers covered by these plans fall under 
plans administered solely by management. They will receive for 
the first time, if this bill becomes law, a proper accounting of how 
their money is being managed and whether they are receiving full 
measure for dollars which are in effect deferred wages. 

The job now is to insure passage of this. vital legislation ‘by the 
House. The 88 to 0 vote in the Senate indicates wide bipartisan 
support. But the NAM, C of C and the insurance companies are 
certain to try every tactic to block action. 


In face of exposures by the Douglas, Ives and McClellan | 


committees of tampering with and rifling of welfare funds; in face 
of Administration support of the measure; in face of labor’s four- - 
year effort to secure passage of this vital bill, attempts to kill 
the legislation in the House can only serve selfish interests seeking 
to hide operations affecting millions of Americans from the full 
light of complete and honest reporting. 


The Overshadowing Fact 


flees MID-APRIL employment-unemployment figures prove once 
again that every important national and international problem 
is shadowed by the dominating fact of our domestic recession. 


Without a strong, dynamic economy our concern for an effec- 
tive military policy, for control of outer space, the continuing 
Soviet threat to world peace, education for the “sputnik” era, 
has no meaning. 

The first job facing the nation is restoration of its economic 
health and restoration of its growth pattern. 

This job is not being tackled in any real sense by the 
Administration. There appears to be a greater understanding of 
the crisis in Congress but not yet a full sense of urgency. 

The April figures prove beyond doubt that the recession has 
not hit bottom, has not “flattened out,” but continues to worsen. 


The White House has knocked down all proposals for a tax 
cut, for adequate aid for the unemployed, for a meaningful public 
works program. It’s still hanging on to a “wait-and-see” policy 
that is inflicting serious injury on the nation’s economic system. 

The country cannot tolerate much more of this inaction without 
suffering the impact of a full-blown depression. And until action 
is forthcoming the other problems facing the U.S. and the world 
will not yield to solutions. 
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Senators Murray, Carroll Speak Out: 


(Sen. James E. Murray (D-Mont.), father of the 
Employment Act concept, and Sen. John A. Carroll 
(D-Col.) have recently come out strongly aguinst 
so-called “right-to-work” legislation at either the 
national level or within their respective states where 
campaigns for measures to outlaw the union shop 
are under way. Excerpts from their remarks follow.) 


REMARKS OF SEN. MURRAY: 
“The purpose of the so-called ‘right-to-work’ 


tiveness of collective bargaining. 

“The fact is that the American workers do want 
union security and have favored union shop agree- 
ments. The enemies of unions, therefore, have to 
resort to a campaign of misrepresentation and half- 
truths in order to gain their desired aim to weaken 
the American trade union movement through state 
or federal legislation. 


“This campaign is particularly repugnant at 
this time. It takes advantage of the critical un- 
employment situation at this period when more 
than 5 million workers are seeking jobs and mil- 
lions of others are working only part-time. The 
slogan of ‘right-to-work’ is particularly appealing 
at this time to millions of Americans but the so- 
called ‘right-to-work’ campaign would not guar- 
antee a single worker the right to work, 


“We call on all those who would want to weaken 
American unions by eliminating union shops to join 
us in a real honest movement to achieve the right 
of every American to the right to work and to a 
decent well-paying job. This is the issue facing the 
American people on the domestic front today. 


“We call upon them to join in a campaign in 
which the government would help create new 
jobs for the millions seeking work. We call upon 
them to join in a campaign to enact a public 
works program which would help to guarantee the 
right of every American to work and would, at 
the same time, provide communities with needed 
public facilities which have not been built during 
the last few years because of the Administration’s 
tight-money and high-interest rate policies. 

“We call upon the advocates of the right to work 
to join in a campaign to reduce taxes that would in- 
crease the purchasing power of the American people 
and thus help further to pull us out of the present 
recession. 

“I would also invite those organizations and indi- 
viduals which clamor for the so-called ‘right-to-work’ 


0 euppost the right of every American to fair un- 


laws is to weaken unions and to reduce the effec- 


‘Right-to-Work’ Called Fraud 
By Father of Employment Act 


employment insurance benefits and for a sufficient 
duration while he is unemployed.” 


STATEMENT OF SEN. CARROLL: 


“Five million Americans are pounding the streets 
today looking for work. Their families are suf- 
fering; so are their states and our nation. They are 
not interested in a specious, phony discussion about 
their right to work; they want the opportunity to 
work; they want a job, a paying job. 

“All of us are deeply concerned with the very 
real and live pocketbook problems which must be 
solved in our own self-interest. Why, then, waste 


our time and our energy and our thinking on — 


foolish questions. This is no time to tinker, in this 
fashion, with our state laws dealing with labor 
and management. Both have learned through 


bitter experience that collective bargaining is the © 


best way, the democratic way, to settle our dif- 
ferences, 

“I realize that there are those in Colorado who 
have an honest difference of opinion about this mat- 
ter and I defend their right to express their con- 
victions. But I remind them that Colorado has been 
blessed with a minimum of labor strife, thanks to the 
enlightened attitude of employers, employes and 
those government officials whose responsibility it is 
to supervise existing laws. 

“And I also say to them that if they persist im 
pressing for this type of an amendment to the 
Colorado Labor Peace Act they may easily sow the 
wind that reaps the whirlwind. . 

“As for these outside masterminders, these buttin 
skis, let them mix and serve their devil’s brew else 
where. Colorado doesn’t need it, Colorado doesn’t 
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“Not bad, another three. How did you make 
out, George?” 
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AFL-CIO NEWS, WASHINGTON, D. C., SATURDAY, MAY 3, 1958 


=(T'S YOUR pay. Mowe Sere 
WASHINGTO 


HE CHECKS AND BALANCES of the American system 
Tigao’ in curious ways and their operation is about to produce 
gme weird results in the field of education—or the’ deficiencies AST HEDGES OF ORCHIDS are sweeping 

f. through Washington in mobile units, conver 
apiece. Eisenhower began this year with a new “program” that | on the Peal of intents Hall. = 
ed, actually, a sharp slash in federal spending for educa- | They are, of course, a special genus of this exotic 
fion already in existence, It proposed, further, a smaller figure for | flora which springs up annually in Washington at 
recommended supplementary spending than he had previously | this time of year, its lavish petals of high-blood- 


urged. P pressure purple delicately 
- He dropped his 1956-57 request for $1.3 billion in federal aid| affixed to the tender stalk 

for construction of elementary and secondary schools. For this |’ of a DAR. 

he substituted a proposal for grants of less money in scholarships | _ Behind ball wae 

and other aids to science education. ee ae we teecim 
He also‘ requested that Congress cut down its appropriations |. Daughte ak the ee 

for aid to school districts that are said to be “federally impacted” | 

pressed for school facilities because government projects have}. 


(This column is excerpted from the nightly 
broadcasts of Edward P. Morgan, ABC commen- 
tator sponsored by the AFL-CIO. Listen to Mor- 
gan over the ABC network Monday through 
Friday at 7 p. m., EDT.) 


ican Revolution, like a 
commando unit in the 


attracted large numbers of workers). This program, the President Cambodian jungle, move 
said, should be reduced now and chopped more drastically in relentlessly against the 
the future. enemy. As the trained 

Things are working out in the following fashion: warrior knows that death 


The House flatly rejected the idea of cutting aid to “impacted” 
areas. The Education Committee rejected it, the House followed 
the committee in voting to make one part of the program 
permanent. 

In the scholarships-for-science field, committees of both houses 
are certain to go beyond the President’s plans. A program will 
be approved with more money than Eisenhower asked. 

The President may get his way about just one thing—the junk- 
ing of the program for general federal aid for school construction. 
Even here he is facing embarrassment if not defeat; House 
Democrats have revived his 1957 program and approved it in 
subcommittee. 


may lurk behind every 
seductive frond of. “the tropics, so the stealthy 
shock troops of the DAR know that treason is 
concealed under every garlanded cherry branch 
and they will stamp it out if they have to fell the 
whole tree of liberty in the process. 

They demand not only that the United States get 
out of the United Nations but that the U.N. get out 
of the United States. 

Foreign aid, and reciprocal sid alien operations 
that they are, must, naturally, go. 

Fluoridation of community drinking water prob- 


kk * ae Vandercook Says: 


THERE IS NO LOGICAL doctrine that would produce this 
odd pattern of events. A conservative congressman, who is against 
all federal spending, can be against all three assistance programs. 
A liberal, concerned for education as essential to democracy, may 
support all three. 

Some congressmen of both parties profess to see a threat to 
“ocal control” of the schools from federal money. But they 
don’t fear that federal control will follow government expenditures 
to assist the training of scientists. 

“States’ rights” is urged by opponents of school-construction 
aid as a slogan, but it has no true existence. The government 
is actually spending hundreds of millions every year for education | collective vacant smile with which the Administra- 
programs, most of it for the “impacted” areas. tion seems to accept all bad economic news, that 

Southern Democrats and northern Republicans are among those | Phenomenon, too, is being treated as if it were some- 
voting in favor of the appropriations. As Rep. Blatnik, a Minne-| thing like sun spots, or tornadoes. As er 
sota Democrat, points out, there is an “absolute minimum” of| ! ane at any rate, over which 


federal intrusion and “federal control of what is actually taught — oe we et 
. . ” ad 
is nonexistent. 


Conservative politicians 
and economists cluck their 
- tongues and admit that it 
is, indeed, odd that in a 
time of diminishing na- 
tional income and of ris- 
ing unemployment the cost 
of living has again climbed 
Se es to an all-time high. Yet, 
Vandercook few voices have been 
raised to point out the im- 
mense seriousness of those paradoxical price in- 
creases, to note the disagreeable fact that, in this 
time of test, the economic system under which we 
live is failing to perform its chief responsibility. 
Right now, in the USA, the competitive system 
is making a minimum effort to be genuinely com- 
petitive. The free enterprisers have quit, in droves, 
almost all effort to be enterprising. It is the hard- 


(This column is excerpted from the nightly 
broadcasts of John W. Vandercook, ABC com- 
mentator, sponsored by the AFL-CIO. Listen to 
Vandercdok over the ABC network Monday 
through Friday at 10 p. m., EDT.) 


RICES, WE HAVE once more mondétonously 
been informed, are still going up. With the 


xk k * 

WHAT IS HAPPENING about education in this Congress, | . 
therefore, reflects not logic but the division and balance of} 

ers. 

The President, who temperamentally dislikes federal activity, 
asks no more in the education field than the bare minimum 
he thinks may satisfy the people. He tries to reduce federal 
programs we already have. 

He is a Republican and Congress is Democratic, so he cannot 
have his way entirely. But neither can Congress; the veto 
power resides in the White House. 

And because small states and rural and small-town congressional 
districts have disproportionate influence in Congress—some of 
it intentionally, some not by design—control often rests with 
members who have little understanding of the desperate urgencies 
of the majority of our people who now live in urban centers which 
need schools. The school-aid bill facés this hurdle. 


Sen. Paul Douglas (D-Iil.) will again introduce his 
bill to cut federal taxes, he announced on the AFL- 
uiCIO public service radio program, Washington 
Reports to the People. 

Douglas said he will increase the proposed total 
reduction from $5 billion to $6 billion. 

Things Are Getting Worse ¢ 

“We’ve allowed a lot of time to slip through our 
hands and things are getting worse rather than 
better,” Douglas asserted. “The longer we post- 
pone action, the more heroic remedies we will have 
to adopt.” 

On the same program, Sen. Clifford P. Case (R- 
N. J.) said that he had added the prevailing wage 
and 40-hour week requirement to the Community 
Facilities Bill and the Depressed Areas Bill to 
prevent “unscrupulous contractors from trying to 
ot ae Sees Sagi, oe Cone. when: poeple ate 
seeking work. 

“At a time like this, when ciinacliaitins is being 
aided by the federal government (to end the re- 
cession) it is most important that the government 
insist that its resources not be employed to depress 
living standards and wage rates,” Case said. 

“Douglas declared that the Samuel Lubell survey 


DELAYS IN VOTING a tax cut means that a reduction of -$6 
billion, instead of $5 billion, now is needed, Sen. Paul Douglas 
(D-Ill.), center, declared on the AFL-CIO radio program, Wash- 
ington Reports to the People. Sen. Clifford P. Case (R-N. J.), 
left, who joined in a discussion of recession problems, said it is 
essential that the government prevent “unscrupulous contractors” 
from depressing living standards and wage rates, 


DAR Commandos Win Orchids 


ably should go too. One delegate called it an inter- 
national plot to weaken America with drugs. 

The Supreme Court, of course; must be curbed, 
teachers should be forced to take loyalty oaths and 
“true American history” should be a required subject 
in schools; whether there were enough. unsubversive 
true Americans to teach it was not made clear. 


But they struck out in new fields. They con- 


demned subliminal advertising on television and 
attacked the National Council of Churches of. 


- Christ in America because, among other things, 


it was for federal aid to education and against the 
McCarran-Walter Immigration Act. 


They are still for the Bricker amendment to curb 
the President’s treaty-making powers, but they oppose - 
the Eisenhower plan to reorganize the Pentagon and 
any change in the East front of the- national capitol. 

One of their stands would surely bring-a benign 
smile to the ghost of that martyred hero of racial 
purity, Adolf Hitler. “Racial integrity, is a funda- 
mental Christian principle,” the descendants of revo- 


lutionary purebreds vowed, condemning mixture of . 


traces by marriage. 


_ But Republican Congresswoman Katharine St. 
George of New York was shocked, as am I, that 
the DAR had recently hired a press agent to im- 
prove its relations with the public. We don’t want 
a thing about these ladies to change, I maintain. 
We want them for just the anachronistic lovelies 
that they are 


They represent something which is lost. For a 
moment I couldn’t remember what and then the 
lines of Elizabeth Akers Allen’s poem came to me: 

“Backward, turn backward, O Time, in your flight, 


“Make me a child again just for tonight.” 


Price Paradox Is Dangerous 


heads, and not the eggheads, who appear to believe 
that the law of supply and demand can be re- 
pealed—by price fixing, by secret trade agree- 
ments, by plain obstinacy. 

A number of years ago when Clement Attlee was 
Socialist Prime Minister of Great Britain I asked 
him whether it was the long-range purpose of British 
Socialism to nationalize practically all industries. 
This was his reply: ‘Emphatically not. It is only 
when private industries become monopolistic, when 
they cease to be truly competitive, that we feel they 
might better be administered by the state.” 

It’s become a fair question, when prices in the 
U.S. during 16 out of 19 months have kept on 
rising, whether American business is not inviting 
what none of us wants, just Attlee’s kind of criticism. 

By cutting down production, big business appears 
to think a shortage will, eventually, be created. 
Then, they imagine, those surplus cars will find 
buyers. High unit profits will in some measure 
compensate for smaller sales by saving the pay of 
those workers who have been laid off; corporate 
losses will be lessened. 

That way of doing things, which seems to be the 
only explanation for the extraordinary persistence 
of high prices, is a policy of economic scarcity. In 
a nation which has committed itself by impulse, 
by custom, and even by law, to an economy of 
abundance—there is still a lot of money around. 

Many wise Americans at all income levels have 
accumulated impressive savings, but, naturally, they 
are now waiting for the wind of prices to be tempered 
to the shorn economy, for the bargains we are 
not yet getting! 


$6 Billion Tax Cut Proposed 


showing that the people did not want a tax cut no 
longer represents the true situation. 

“The Lubell survey,” said Douglas, “was begun 
last February -before there was much knowledge 
of the specific proposals we were advancing. I 
think public sentiment today wel be stronger for 
the cuts than it was then.” 


$100 a Family 

On the point made by Lubell that “the individual 
family slice would be too thin to make much dif- 

~ference,” Douglas said: 

“There are a little less than 50 million families 
in the country, so that a tax cut of $5 billion would 
be $100 a family. I think that’s quite 2 large sum.” 

Answering the assertion that a tax cut would 
not be of much assistance to the jobless, Douglas 
said, “the unemployed should be primarily helped 
by extension and liberalizing of unemployment 
insurance benefits. 

“A tax cut would indirectly aid the unemployed 
since it would release purchasing pewer, enable 
people to buy more, thus causing industry to pro- 
duce more and hire more workers. 

We Seager Bucci ran Be ole na Aetna act 
duction and exoployment.* 
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AFSCME fo Seek Legislation: 


Union Urges Laws to Protect 
Public Workers’ Equal Rights 


Long Beach, Calif—A program to initiate legislation granting rights of recognition and collective 
bargaining for public employes equal to those enjoyed by unions in private industry was adopted by 
the American Federation of State, County and Municipal Employes during its 11th international 
convention here. The program was embodied in a series of resolutions calling upon the 185,000 
members in AFSCME locals and councils to conduct campaigns to establish these rights. 


Pres. Arnold S. Zander and Sec.- 7” 
Treas. Gordon W. Chapman, who 
were re-elected without opposition, 
reviewed the notable progress 
which had been made by the union 
along these lines during . the last 
two years. , 


This included legislation and 
executive orders in states, coun- 
ties and municipalities which rec- 
ognized that public employes 
have the right to bargaining and 
grievance procedures. é 

Among the more notable were 
the sole collective bargaining recog- 
nition for the union in Philadelphia, 
and the “public employes’ bill of 
rights” established by Mayor Rob- 
ert Wagner, Jr., in New York City. 


Scored Legislative Gains 


_ Legislation, the convention re- 
ealled, included the recent estab- 
lishment of recognition elections 
for public employes by the Minne- 
sota Legislature and mediation ma- 
chinery for them in Michigan. 


Progress through collective 
bargaining and contracts—rather 
than one-sided civil service reg- 
ulations or policy pronounce- 
ments—was achieved during the 
last two years in New Hamp- 
shire, Vermont, Connecticut, 

Michigan, Illinois, Minnesota, 
Montana and Washington. 


Among the speakers addressing 
the 600 delegates from 43 states, 


Emil Mazey, secretary-treasurer of 
the Auto Workers. 

Mazey urged the delegates “to 
build your union strong—in num- 
bers, in structure, in spirit and in 
understanding, so that you in 
AFSCME can help to bring about 
the kind of America we want to 
live in.” 

He also called upon the Eisen- 
hower Administration to join in 
labor’s efforts to head off depression 
by promoting maximum productiv- 
ity, employment and purchasing 
power. 

Pointing out that there are now 
more than 6 million unemployed 
workers, the UAW officer 
stressed that “it is the responsi- 
bility of the Administration not 


Exhibits Honor 
Armed Forces 


Public exhibits have been 
scheduled for more than 
3,000 communities during 
the period May 10-18, as the 
military services unite for the 
ninth annual ebservance of 
Armed Forces Day. 

Slogan for the observance 
is “Power for Peace,” and 
the emphasis will be on the 
mission, operations and ca- 
pabilities of ali of the mili- 
tary services. 


Canada and the Canal Zone was 


Meany Lauds Israeli Progress 
On Nation’ s Tenth Anniversary 


New York—Through its “devotion to human freedom and social progress,” 
miracles” since its founding in 1948, AFL-CIO Pres. George Meany declared at a Polo Grounds 


to be callous to the needs of suf- 
' fering and hungry families.” 
The convention was scheduled to 
adopt. a code of ethical practices 
based on the AFL-CIO’s code. 
A basic change in the union’s in- 
ternal structure came on Apr. 29, 
when the convention voted to elim- 


istrative vice president. 


AFL-CIO 
Asks Bureau 
For Elders 


of older persons within the Dept. 
of Health, Education and Welfare 
was endorsed by the AFL-CIO in 
testimony before the House. Sub- 
committee on Safety and Compen- 
sation. 

However, the AFL-CIO objected 
to a declaration of policy in the 


modified to avoid saying that “the 
primary responsibility for caring 
and ,working out the problems of 
our older persons is that of the 
states.” The AFL-CIO approved 
a proposal in the measure for a 
national conference on the prob- 
lems of older people at which the 
effectiveness of programs at fed- 
eral, state and local levels would 


rally marking Israel’s 10th anniversary. 


And, he continued, Histadrut, the Jewish trade union movement, has played a significant role 
in Israel’s progress toward “transforming the Promised Land of yesterday into a Land of Promise 


be examined. 


Israel has “performed 


for today and tomorrow.” 
45,000 Hear Meany 


The 45,000 who braved threat- 
ening weather to attend the Israeli 
birthday celebration here heard 
Meany cite these -statistics about 
Israel’s decade of progress: 


“Its people now have the high- 
est standard of living in the 
Eastern Mediterranean. Their 
agriculture now produces 70 per- 
cent of their food needs. The 
value of their industrial output 
is six times what it was 10 years 
ago. During this same period 


exports have expanded from ap- 


> 


proximately $25 million to nearly 
$200 million.” 

In addition, he said, Israeli 
scientists and technicians are 
helping nations in Asia and Af- 
rica, and Histadrut “is rendering 
splendid service in helping Afri- 
can workers build trade unions 
best suited to their specific con- 
ditions.” 

Meany said this progress re- 
sulted from “hard work, collective 
effort, enormous sacrifice and the 
highest devotion to human free- 
dom,” adding that “the people of 
Israel have combined great indi- 


East Lansing, Mich.—What 


residential building curriculum 


the borrower’s annual income. 


Creation 3 pee 


vision of the job. 


$5,000-a-Year Family 
Priced Out of Housing 


than a good, 5-cent cigar is good, middle income housing, ac- 
cording to Byron M. Radcliffe, a director of the four-year 


Americans have an average income of around $5,000 a 
year, he explained, thus limiting to $12,500 the price of a home 
they can buy. Most lending institutions, including the FHA, 
are not inclined to lend on a mortgage of more than 2.5 times 


But up to mid-1957, he went on, only 27 percent of the 
houses built were in this category, and 44 percent sold for 
more than $15,000, which would require an income of $6,000 
or more. About one-third of all American families are in this 


claimed construction costs can be cut not by 
labor or material, but by careful planning, atten- 
nota an ea ee dont gra 


the country needs even more 


at Michigan State University. 


zens of ‘both our young nations.” 


vidual human dignity with a high 
sense of collective and social re- 
sponsibility.” 
Defense Needs Great 

The AFL-CIO president said 
“even greater achievements would 
have been possible” in Israel’s first 
decade if that nation had not been 
confronted with the continuing 
problem of having to channel so 
much of its productive capacity 
into defense efforts. 

“Every hour of labor, every 
ton of raw materials, every dol- 
lar of precious capital devoted to 
increasing the possibility of se- 
curity,” he said, “was a serious 
loss of wealth which the young 
nation could ill afford.” 


“To prevent such a situation from 
burdening nations in the future, 
Meany called on all members of 
the United Nations to fulfill their 
“basic pledge” to “settle. their in- 
ternational disputes by peaceful 
means.” 

Play Role as Citizens 

The AFL-CIO president said 
that “it is indeed fitting that today 
the trade union movement of Is- 
rael and that of America are both 
fully awase of the role they must 
play as citizen$ in a democracy. 

“Both of our organizations have 
progressed toward the goals of 
higher standards of living through 
the democratic processes of col- 
lective bargaining. Both of us 


realize that we now must channel 
some of our energies toward pre- 
serving a way of life that means 
freedom and peace for all the citi- 


inate the elective office of admin- 


Legislation to establish a bureau | : 


pending bill and asked that it be|. 


THE PROGRESS BEING MADE in race relations, -plus those 
areas requiring further action, are explored in a feature-length film, 
Burden of Truth, produced by the Steelworkers. More than 500 
industry, labor, educational, ‘religious and community leaders at- 
tended a preview of the film at the New School for Social Research 
in New York, and heard Gov. Averell Harriman, Nelson A. Rocke. 
feller and Steelworkers’ Pres. David J. McDonald discuss possible 
solutions to the problem of racial discrimination. The union plans 
to make several hundred prints of the film available without cost, 


Role in Community 


In times of disaster-or need, says the current issue of Coronet 
Magazine, labor unions have been among the first to volunteer their 
manpower and money to perform unselfish feats of public service. 
In an article titled “Labor’s Labor of Love,” May Coronet reveals 
that union members are breathing a thousand forms of life into un- 
ionism’s slogan: “What’s good for the community is good for labor!” 
And the rewards, for unionists and the public at large, are rich, 
indeed. 

Union members, says Coronet, are spearheading drives to com- 
bat juvenile delinquency, to provide employment opportunities for 
handicapped persons, to foster public understanding and aware- 
ness of such diseases as diabetes and alcoholism. All over the 
country, in fact, alert, community-conscious unionists are finding 
imaginative ways to help in times of need. 

Millions of dollars are collected by union members for special 

charities outside the scope of joint community campaigns. Union 
contributions to heart, cancer, TB, polio and other drives are huge, 
and some unions have their own special charities. 
For example, May Coronet cites three local unions in San Jose, 
Calif., which, last fall, contributed a total of $4,500 for the down 
payment on a new school for retarded children. And in Harlingen, 
Tex., unionists donated nearly $20,000 for the construction of a 
home for neglected and dependent girls. 

Unionists volunteered their time and effort without pay during 
the floods in New England and Yuba City, Calif.; the tornadoes 
in Flint, Mich., and Dallas, Tex., and in other emergencies. 

Women in unions, reveals May Coronet, have their record of com- 
munity service as well. In Miami, Fla., over 300 union women 
donate their time each year to the United Cerebral Palsy Telethon. 
In every local emergency, union women have been among the first 
to volunteer their services. 


Commissioner Backs 
Food Chemical Tests 


“Food & Drug Commissioner George P. Larrick has urged 
Congress to regulate the use of chemical additives in food 
to strike at the “ruthless producer who will stop at nothing 
to make a fast dollar.” 

Backing up earlier AFL-CIO testimony, Larrick urged the 
House Health subcommittee to enact a bill that would require 
the testing of a chemical additive before it could be used 
in food. 

Eliot L. Richardson, assistant secretary of the Health, Edu- 
cation and Welfare Dept., also told the committee that regu- 
lation of the use of additives is urgently needed “to guard 
against disaster.” 

Last year, AFL-CIO Legislative Rep. George D. Riley 
urged passage of the bill as necessary protection against “the 


atomic bombs which go into our, stomachs.” 


Coronet Tells Unions’ 
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‘Fundamental 


orientation, built around 
Cooper 


By Gervase N. Love 
Winnipeg, Man. —aA resounding call for a new political party of 
ative Commonwealth Federation, was issued by the second 


constitutional convention of the Canadian Labor Congress. 
The move came in the wake of the sweeping triumph of the re- 


Realignment’ 


organized labor, farmers and the 


Conservative Party in the re- 
cent election, when the voters gave 
prime Minister John Diefenbaker 
an unprecedented majority in Par- 
jiament and cut the representation 
of the CCF, which had the support 
of much of the labor movement, 
from 25 seats to eight. 

Near Unanimous Stand 

The resolution came from the 
convention’s Political Education 
Committee headed by Eamon Park 
of Toronto, a Steelworkers staff 

ntative and a former CCF 


gates previously regarded as po- 
litical neutrals. The only opposi- 
tion came from a group of Mon- 
treal Machinists who maintained 
it should be preceded by a po- 
litical education campaign. 

It called on the CLC leadership 
to initiate discussions with the CCF, 
“interested farm organizations and 


other like-minded individuals and 


“groups” on a constitution and pro- 


gram for such a political party— 
still unnamed—and report back to 
which is 


the 1960 convention, 
scheduled for Montreal. 


Tribute Paid CCF 


Warm tribute was paid the CCF 
for its “tremendous contribution” 
to the people, both in and out of 


Parliament. The resolution con- 
tinued: 
“The time has come for a fun- 


damental realignment of politi- 
eal forces in Canada.” 


A companion resolution instruct- 
ed the CLC Executive Council to 


CLC Expels 
Two Unions 


For ‘Raiding’ 


Winnipeg, Man.—Two affiliates 
of the Canadian .Labor Congress 
were expelled on charges of raid- 
ing by vote of delegates to the 


~ 


biennial convention here. 


They were the Operating En- 
gineers, with about 10,000 mem- 
bers in Canada, and the Fedcration 
of Technical Engineers, with some 


800 members. 

Charges against the Operating 
Engineers ‘were brought by 11 
international unions, one na- 
tional union and four directly- 
chartered CLC local unions. 
They involved about 25 separate 
instances, in most cases affecting 
stationary engineers in plants 
which had been organized indus- 
trially, and dated back to shortly 
after the merger convention two 
years ago. The vote was 999 
for expulsion to 239 against. 


The convention acted after Row- 
G. Hill, Canadian director 
Operating Engineers, 


for the 
Claimed the union was only exer- 
cising its jurisdiction as other CLC 
affiliates have done since the 
merger, and that “in most cases we 
were asked by the engineers in- 


‘ The Technical Engineers were 
charged with raiding Machinists 
Local 2030 at the Avro aviation 
‘Plant in Malton, Ont., a suburb of 
‘Toronto, and failing to comply 
\With directives to withdraw a rep- 
fesentation petition filed with the 
Ontario Labor Relations Board. 
‘The vote was 994 to 244 for ex- 


Ontario Provincial} executive and administrative 
che. = structure. It added a second 
eo had almost unanimous sup- | ¢xecutive vice president to the 
port, including that of most dele- list of top officers; established 


expand the Political Education 
Dept. “as events demand and re- 
sources make possible.” 


Reaction in CCF Mixed 


Reaction from CCF leaders was 
mixed. Among those who ap- 
proved were M. J. Coldwell, party 
leader who was defeated in the re- 
cent election, and Hazen Argue, 
his successor as the party’s leader 
in the House of Commons. — 
In another major action, the 
convention revamped the CLC’s. 


‘four general vice presidents and — 
added them to the Executive 
Committee; expanded the Execu- 
tive Council to include the Exec- 
utive Committee and 13 vice 
presidents elected regionally. The 
convention abolished the Gen- 
eral Board, which was to meet 
in the years between conven- 
tions under the old set-up. - 
A‘recommendation from the Law 
Committee that the Executive 
Committee meet at least four times 
a year and the Executive Council 
at least twice was upset by the 1,- 
536 delegates. After prolonged de- 
bate, they instructed the former 
body to meet at least six times an- 
nually and the latter at least four 
times. 
An attempt from the floor to 
put conventions on an annual rath- 
er than a biennial basis, for which 
widespread support had been indi- 
cated, was easily defeated. 


Jodoin, MacDonald Re-Elected ° 
Pres. Claude Jodoin and Sec.- 
Treas. Donald MacDonald were 
re-elected without opposition. 

Two new executive vice presi- 
dents were elected, one to succeed 
Gordon Cushing, who has become 
assistant deputy minister of labor 
in the federal government and was 
not a candidate to succeed himself. 

Chusen were Stanley Knowles 
of Winnipeg, a member of the 
Typographical Union and, until 
he was defeated in the last elec- 
tion, CCF deputy leader in Par- 
liament; and William Dodge, 
Montreal, a national representa- 
tive of the Canadian Brotherhood 
of Railway Employes and Other 
Transport Workers. 

Elected general vice presidents 
were William Mahoney, Canadian 
director of the Steelworkers; Frank 
Hall, Canadian director of the Rail- 
way Clerks; William Jenovese, vet- 
eran leader of the Bricklayers, and 
George Burt, Canadian director of 
the Auto Workers. 

Anti-Recession Action Asked 

The convention called on the 
Diefenbaker government to “re- 
double its efforts” to pull Canada 
out of the- recession, which has 
struck more: deeply than in the 


United States. 

The delegates also heard Diefen- 
baker, making his first appearance 
before a CLC convention, outline 
his plans for strengthening the eco- 
nomy and developing Canada’s 
Northland. 

Vice Pres. Joseph A. Beirne, 
president of the Communications 
Workers, was AFL-CIO fraternal 
delegate to the convention. He con- 
gratulated the CLC on its steady 
progress since the merger two 
years earlier and predicted that 
“Canadian labor will continue to 
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New Political Group Sought by | by coc 


Canadian Labor Is Seeking 


FRATERNAL DELEGATES to the convention of the Canadian Labor Congress in Winnipeg, 
Man., got together for a few words between sessions. From left are Assistant Gen. Sec. Hans 
Gottfurcht, representing the Intl. Confederation of Free Trade Unions; W. B. Beard and Sir Alfred 
Roberts, of the British Trades Union Congress, and Vice Pres. Joseph A. Beirne, of the AFL-CIO. 


ICFTU Asks Trujillo to Grant’ 
Dominicans Trade Union Rights 


‘Brussels—The Intl. Confederation of Free Trade Unions has demanded the establishment of full 
trade union rights in the Dominican Republic on the basis of a report by a fact-finding mission which 
disclosed the existence of forced labor. 
The mission was composed of Daniel Benedict of the AFL-CIO Dept. of Intl. Affairs and Raul 
Valdivia Perez of the Confederation of Cuban Workers (CTC). The ICFTU’s demand was sent by 


mon Marrero Aristy, secretary of 
state for labor in the nation ruled 
by Dictator Trujillo. It reflected 
action on the fact-finding mission’s 
report taken at a meeting of the 
ICFTU Subcommittee here in 
March. s 

Mission’s Report Quoted 
“The majority of the Dominican 
Federation of Labor affiliated un- 
ions can with difficulty be consi- 
dered as trade unions,” the mission 
reported. “The local leaders are of- 
ten managers and foremen, who 
constantly affirm that workers are 
satisfied with their wages. 

“The general conclusion to be 
drawn is that freedom of asso- 


Gen. Sec. J. H. Oldenbroek to Ra-®— 


minican Republic. Indeed, the 
trade unions in that country are 
not genuine trade unions, but 
are linked on the one hand with 
the employers and on the other 
with the government. Collective 
bargaining does not exist. 

“Furthermore, the mission 
found that forced labor was prac- 
tised in certain sisal plantations, 
and it was informed that forced 
labor also existed im the rice 
fields.” 

The ICFTU, on the basis of in- 
structions from the subcommittee, 
asked the Trujillo government to 
create the conditions under which 
genuine trade unions, independent 
of employers and government, can 


ciation does not exist in the Do- 


develop. 


Meany Says 


May Day 1958 was hailed as 


as their own. 


May Day 


Offers Labor Challenge 


a day of “unusual challenge and 


unusual opportunity” by AFL-CIO Pres. George Meany in his 
annual message to workers in other lands who observe the day 


“The challenge is in the never-ending battle to gain for all 


Specifically, it asked for free 
elections in the unions so independ- 
ent leaders can be selected; recogni- 
tion of the unions by employers; 
full recognition of the right of work- 
ers to collective bargaining and to 
strike, and enforcement instead of 
lip service to provisions of the la- 
bor code which conform with free- 
dom of association. 

It also asked for a report on 
promised steps to eliminate forced 
labor, and warned that under pres- 
ent conditions, it cannot support 
the development of trade unions 
in the republic. 


Stockholders 
Told Costs of 


A e e e 
nti-Unionism 

New York—The Montgomery 
Ward Co. is losing more money 
because of its anti-union policies 
than because of the recession, the 
Retail Clerks warned company 
stockholders in an ad in the Wall 
Street Journal shortly before their 
annual meeting. 

. The union is on strike at six of 
the company’s retail stores and has 


he declared. “That is a goal we 
must never lose sight of. 

“The opportunity is at hand to 
fight ever harder with all the lib- 
erty-loving people throughout the 
world for a world devoted to free- 
dom, human. well-being and 
peace.” 

Meany described as a chal 
lenge to free world labor that 
“cannot go unanswered” the 
warning from “the power-hun- 
gry lips” of Nikita Khrushchev, 
“the hangman of Budapest,” that 
“Soviet Russia will crush any 
revolt of workers seeking free- 
dom within the Soviet Empire.” 

“Let May Day 1958 be the 
day when workers throughout 


he said, “with a lusty avowal that 
no Khrushchev or any other dic- 
tator — Communist, facist or 
any other kind—will ever crush 
the workers of the world.” 
He recalled that May Day in 
free countries historically com- 
memorates the struggles of work- 


Pulsion, al 


grow in size and influence.” 


ers for a shorter working day and 


workers better standards of living,"® 


the world answer this threat,” 


a fuller life. 


sion,” 


to all their barbarisms. 


“On the day when the workers 
of the world are united in a 
solidarity of brotherhood and 
purpose, let us recognize that 
inborn to every individual human 
being isthe will to be free, to 
enjoy every right and to resist 
_ all infringements of these free- 

doms and rights. Do the lead- 
ers of the Soviet Union think 
they can kill off all these inborn 
-virtues? It has been tried before 
and it failed. And it will always 
fail.” 

American labor and other free 
trade unions, organized in the Intl. 
Confederation of Free Trade Un- 
ions, he observed, are doing every- 
thing in their power to help the 
people of Africa and Asia improve 
living standards and gain inde- 


“Moscow observes the occa- 
he pointed out, “to flex its 
military muscles in an effort to 
cow the world and their own 
masses into a state of submission 


pendence. 


informational pickets at more than 
500 others in a dispute over wages 
and other issues in a contract re- 
newal. 


Pose Two Questions 
The RCIA in the advertisement 
asked Ward stockholders to con- 
sider two questions: 


“Is it wise for a merchandise 
firm like Montgomery Ward, 
which must depend upon public 
good will, to risk incurring the 
ill-will of millions of wage earn- 
ers who make up the bulk of its 
customers? 

“Is it good business for the 
management of. Montgomery 
Ward to turn its own sales force 
in all its stores against its cus- 
tomers?” 


“The union then called on the 
stockholders “to use your influence 
as stockholders to protect your in- 
vestment by directing the manage- 
ment of Montgomery Ward to 
adopt more equitable and more 
enlightened policies toward its owa 
| workers.” | 
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AFL-CIO NEWS, WASHINGTON, D. C., SATURDAY, MAY 3, 1958 


“EXTENSION OF MINIMUM WAGE COVERAGE is “desperately needed” to help halt the reces- 

sion, Sen. John F. Kennedy (D-Mass.) told 1,300 cheering delegates of the Retail, Wholesale and 
Department Store Union attending a “Put America Back to Work” rally at George Washington Uni- 
‘versity. RWDSU delegates from 20 eastern and midwestern states converged on Capitol Hill to 
buttonhole senators and representatives to urge action on anti-recession measures. 


Kennedy Asks Action 
On Minimum Wage Bill 


Extension of minimum wage coverage to millions of additional 


workers would be a major step 


in meeting the current recession, 


Sen. John F. Kennedy (D.-Mass.) told a legislative rally of the 
Retail, Wholesale and Department Store Union. - 
Addressing 1,300 delegates from 20 eastern and midwestern 


states at George Washington Uni-‘ 
versity’s Lisner Auditorium, Ken- 
nedy said “no bill is more desper- 
ately needed in the U. S. today” 
than the minimum wage bill, still 
bottled up in committee. 


May Ask Discharge 

The senator said he might rec- 
ommend to the Senate that it dis- 
‘charge the Labor Committee in 
order to bring the stalled legisla- 
tion to a vote. 

He advanced this suggestion as 
he took note of right-wing Repub- 
lican threats to adopt a “discharge” 
procedure if the Labor Committee 
has not reported out an omnibus 
labor bill by June 10. 

Kennedy told delegates to the 
RWDSU’s “Put America Back to 
Work” rally that nearly half of 
all retail employes “are being 
exploited because they are paid 
below the minimum wage,” add- 
ing: 

“Everyone in the country who 
works 40 hours a week is entitled 
to at least $1 an hour.” 


On the subject of unemployment 
compensation, Kennedy lashed at 
state governments “which are com- 
peting with each other in an effort 
to pay the least possible unemploy- 
ment benefits, in order to offer a 
tax advantage which will attract 
new industry.” 

Hits States’ Failure 

Declaring that “it is obvious that 
the states will never, on their own, 
adopt minimum standards,” he 
pledged that when an unemploy- 
ment compensation measure reach- 
es the Senate floor, he would offer 
an amendment to set such min- 
nimums. 

These, he said, would set bene- 
fits equal to at least 50 percent 
of normal wages up to a maxi- 
mum of two-thirds of the aver- 

_ age weekly state wage, and pay- 
ment of benefits for at least 39 
wecks, . 


After listening to brief addresses 
by Max Greenberg, president of the 
RWDSU; Andrew Biemiller, AFL- 
CIO legislative director, and Arthur 
J. Goldberg, counsel to the Indus- 
trial Unign Dept., the delegates 
spent the day on Capitol Hill, meet- 
ing with senators and representa- 
tives to push for passage of the 
AFL-CIO anti-recession program. 

In addition to pressing for mi- 
nimum wage extension and im- 
provement of unemployment com- 


urged action on legislation to grant 
a major income tax cut for low 
and middle-income families, and a 
comprehensive public works pro- 
gram. : 
At Greenberg’s urging they 

also buttonholed senators to 

request them to override the 

Presidential veto on the farm bill 

“for the good of all of the Amer-_ 
ican people.” 

The one-day rally was financed 
by $20,000 donated by voluntary 
contributions of the union’s mem- 
bers, making it possible to charter 
speciai trains and busses to bring 
the delegates to Washington. 

Joining with the union delegation 
from New York were six repre- 
sentatives of employer associations 
whose businesses have been hard 
hit by the growing recession and 
diminishing buying power. 


Problems of Women 


jIn Defense Studied 


Appointed in January to the 
Defense Advisory Committee on 
Women in the Services by Defense 
Sec. Neil H. McElroy, Mrs. Wil- 
liam F. Schnitzler attended the 
committee’s recent semi-annual 
meeting here. 

The wife of the AFL-CIO sec- 
retary-treasurer took part in ses- 
sions which advised the Defense 
Dept. on matters pertaining to all 
women in the services. 


‘Rank & File’ 
TeamstersBid 
For Reforms 


A petition asking removal of 
Godfrey P. Schmidt, New York 
attorney, as a monitor of the 
Teamsters Union was filed in U.S. 
District Court by John Cunning- 
ham, onetime chairman of the 
“rank-and-file” committee whose 
suit to bar James R. Hoffa from 
the union presidency resulted in 
appointment of the supervisors. 

Other members of the rank-and- 
file group requested the monitors 


| to adopt a stringent set of by-laws 


to establish democratic control of 
locals. 

Judge Nathan Cayton, im- 
partial chairman of the monitors 
serving under appointment of 
U.S. Judge F. Dickenson Letts, 
assured Sen. John L. McClellan 
(D.-Ark.) that his group would 
“consider” charges of corruption 
and misuse of funds against offi- 
cers of Local 107, Philadelphia. 
His assurance was given in re- 
sponse to McClellan’s letter. 

Cunningham’s petition asking re- 
moval of Schmidt said that the 
lawyer, who was counsel for the 
rank-and-file group in the anti- 
Hoffa suit, was serving “three 
masters” as a monitor—“the plain- 
tiffs, the court and himself.” 

The rank-and-file group re- 
quested the’ monitors to establish 
by-laws for locals that would 
guarantee a secret ballot vote on 
local rules, two-thirds votes for 
strikes, political contributions and 
expenditures of more than $500, 
and prohibition of business inter- 
ests by union officers that would 


interfere with their duties. 


Confectionery Workers. 


value” of about $2.8 million, and 
all other “funds, assets and prop- 
erty” with a “proper and legiti- 
mate” value of about $3 million. 

The sick and death benefit fund 
was created by payments by BCW 
members above their regular dues, 
and was earmarked for their spe- 
cific benefit. With the advent of 
industry-union plans, the 1956 
BCW) convention “froze” it, ac- 
cording to the complaint, with 
payments for illnesses discontinued 
and the fund held until its exhaus- 
tion for death benefit payments in 
the cases of those members who 
had contributed. ; 

_ Funds Transfer Voted 

However, the BCW was expelled 
from the AFL-CIO last December 
because of domination by corrupt 
influences, and the ABC was set 
up to take its place in the industry. 
In March the BCW held a special 
convention at which it was voted 
that money “can be permanently 
transferred from one fund to an- 
other,” the complaint said. 

“The intended purpose,” it 
continued, “was that the fund be 
diverted to recipients and BCW 
creditors for. whom it was never 
created and in addition that such 
depletions of the fund would 
never be restored.” 

The suit was filed by Henry 
Kaiser, counsel for the ABC. It is 
believed unprecedented in union 
history. Workers who have left 
one union for another in the past 
have customarily regarded as lost 
whatever interest, if any, they might 
have had in the old union’s assets. 
In this case, the ABC takes the 
position that there has been a 
breach of trust by the BCW and a 
violation of its “contractual and 
fiduciary obligations.” 


Created by Dues 

The action was filed on behalf 
of ABC, its officers and four locals, 
acting for themselves individually 
and “all others similarly situated.” 
It was directed against the BCW, 
Pres. James G. Cross and Sec.- 
Treas. Peter H. Olson. 

The complaint pointed out 
that the $3 million in BCW as- 
sets, aside from the fund, were 

- created “solely by the dues and 
other payments of the individual 
BCW members’ and were en- 
trusted to BCW solely and exclu- 
sively for the pursuit and accom- 
plishment of legitimate and 
honorable trade union purposes.” 

They were diverted from these 
aims, it continued, as the result of 


RCA Monopoly on Patents for 
TV, Radio Parts Laid to FCC 


Patent policies of the Federal Communications Commission have given the Radio Corp. of 
America a monopoly on patent licenses for television and radio equipment and have stifled fun- 
damental research by individuals and smaller firms, the House Subcommittee on Legislative Over- 


sight was told. 


The testimony was given by William H. Bauer, who retired last September as FCC assistant 


general counsel and adviser on® 


patents. The subcommittee is 
investigating federal regulatory 
agencies. 


RCA Monopoly Charged 
Bauer said the FCC followed a 
“hands off” policy on patent prac- 
tices from 1944 to 1947, and again 
since 1952, which he claimed per- 
mitted RCA to develop a mon- 


pensation benefits, the delegates 


anyone wanted a particular pat- 
ent they could ask RCA,” he 
said. 
But inquiry produced “resist- 
ance,” he went on, with the 
result that anyone wanting to 
know if a particular piece or 
part of equipment was patented | 
by RCA, it had to hire a patent 
lawyer to find out. ; 
RCA issued a statement saying 
it “has emphatically and consist- 
ently denied that it has engaged 
in any patent abuses,” and that its 
practice of offering licenses on its 
patents to other firms has contrib- 


uted substantially to the “dynamic 
growth and development” of radio 
and television, It termed Bauer’s 
allegations ‘‘completely un- 
founded.” 


Grand Jury Indicts 
RCA was indicted by-a federal 
grand jury in New York on Feb. 
21 on several charges of violation 
of the anti-trust laws. Among 


them was one charging it with 
stifling research and development 
by licensing the use of its patents 
only in package arrangements. The 


firm pleaded not guilty on Mar. 5. 


New Bakery Union 
Sues Ousted BCW 


The AFL-CIO American Bakery & Confectionery Works 
have filed a suit in U.S. District Court here demanding an accoyy 
ing and g proportionate share of the assests of the Bakery 4 


“i 


At issue are the sick-and-death benefit fund which, the Ap 


complaint claims, has a “legitimate 


an 

corrupt influences within the upj 

In another action that may by 
a precedent, the National Laby 
Relations Board ordered a Tepre. 
sentation election at the 
Bakery in Philadelphia despite 
contract between the company ay 
BCW Local 492. 

Previously, the existence of , 
valid contract has usually seryeq 
to bar an election sought by , 
rival union. The NLRB sai 
that definite signs of a split in, 
local which has been expelled 
from the AFL-CIO may consti. 
tute a disruption of the bargain. 
ing relationship between an em. 
ployer and the union. A con. 
tract should not bar an election 
if another union makes a repre. 
sentation showing, it added. 

The board’s position is sy} 
stantially the one it took whe 
Communist-dominated unions wer 
being expelled from the forme 
CIO and which it set forth in ig 
historic Lawrence Leather ruling 
in 1954, 


Arizona Labor 
Pledges Repeal 
Of ‘Work’ Lay 


Tucson, Ariz.—An all-out battle 
to repeal Arizona’s 11-year-old 
“right-to-work’’ constitutional 
amendment was pledged here at the 
third annual convention of the 
Arizona AFL-CIO. 

The convention voted to holds 
special convention in Phoenix next 
January to map strategy for the 
fight against the amendment. 

Before acting, the 350 delegates 
heard E. P. Theiss, AFL-CIO re. 
gional director, issue a_ blistering 
attack on “right-to-work” laws, 
which he termed “a gun aimed at 
our’ heads.” 

“We've reaped the harvest of 
our own complacency and an 
unfriendly social order at the 
ballot boxes,” Theiss told the 
cheering delegates. “It’s going to 
cost ungodly amounts of money, 
but we’re going to have to spend 
it if union labor is to survive.” 

The convention was treated to a 
rare spectacle as a local newspaper 
editor and publisher—William R. 
Mathews of the Arizona Daily Ster 
—attacked right-winger Sen. Barry 
Goldwater (R-Ariz.) for having 
stated that he preferred Teamster 
Pres. James R. Hoffa to Walter 
Reuther, president of the Auto 
Workers. 


Publisher Praises Reuther 

Taking a stand directly opposed 
to Goldwater’s, the publisher 
praised Reuther for having emerged 
“from the ordeals of the McCle+ 
lan committee with a greatly ¢ 
hanced reputation.” 

Goldwater came under attack by 
another speaker at the convention, 
as Earl Anderson, grand lodge rep- 
resentative for the Machinists, 
rapped Goldwater as “the greatest 
champion of right-to-work in the 
United States, with Sen. William 
Knowland (R-Calif.) running & 
close second.” 


Press Emphasis Hit. 

Delegates also heard John W. 
Livingston, director of organization 
for the AFL-CIO, censure the D® 
tion’s press for giving more pu 
ty to strikes than it has to the eco 
nomic loss resulting from the rece 
sion. 

The convention, which elects 
officers every two years, retained 
the same executive board and voted 
to meet next in Flagstaff. 
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> {Most P . R | 
; ‘Most Prosperous hecession 
d at C of C Meeting 
JCheered at C of G Meeting 
ikery 4 Stor ‘Was Tiatiet tok: Ove Det Ge TNE Senet ee 
the Chamber of Commerce of the U.S.A. 
e Ay Most of the 4,000 delegates to the sessions ia Washington cheered the claim that “this is the 
1€ Unig, most prosperous recession in U.S. history.” _ 
= . The chamber members: from around the country also gave strain sadicieiaasaa to the nosiib: 
: 3 
. = ee pi ii chardiand{not the chamber, which he said) Iserman added his voice in urg- 
© AMM tearer in the 1960 presidential race. | W2s doing a good job. ing more political action and edu- 
espite b ; Theodore R. Iserman, a New cation by members of chambers, the 
any _ Exhorted by Goldwater York lawyer, delighted delegates| National Association. of Manu- 
Sen. Barry M. Goldwater (R.-| with a broadside against “the grow-|facturers and trade associations. 
¢ of Ariz), an arch-foe. of unions, €X-| ing power of unions.” Otherwise, he forecast union offi- 
serve ff horted the delegates to greater poli-| ~ Unions and their leaders, Iser- | cials and AFL-CIO COPE might 
t by tical action this year and hence-| man told the chamber, “today | elect “a subservient Congress.” 
B sag forward if they wished to avoid! constitute a more immediate | The chamber published a spe- 
lit in gm dire consequences. threat to our way of life than | cial booklet attacking the profit 
cpelled “You have been silent too long,”| does the military might of Soviet | sharing plan advanced by Auto 
consti. Goldwater advised. “ Russia, with her sputniks, ballis- | Workers Pres. Walter P. Reuther. 
argain. .. Goldwater had some hard tic missiles and nuclear weapons.” Lobby displays at the convention 
m em lads for his fellow senators who Labor leaders, Iserman con-| inveighed against “union abuses” : 
\ cou. | failed to apply the hobbles to | tinued, have in effect repealéd the} 9d called for “right-to-work” eee 
lection | unions that he. proposed im re- | jaw of supply and demand. “Not-| ‘gislation. ‘SHARE-IN-AMERICA’ SAVINGS Bonds campaign plans are dis- 
repre cent debate. He had some ire | withstanding layoffs, short work-| Sen. Karl E. Mundt (R-S. D.)| -. 04 py Eugene P. Moats, assistant to AFL-CIO Pres. Meany, 
d. left over for the lack of support | weeks, growing unemployment and| Was the speaker who called this); 111) vith Mrs. Ivy Baker Priest, treasurer of the United States 
is wh he and fellow conservatives re- | relatively hard times in most areas the most prosperous Ager By nad: Sélisn BP. Baled, “Tiensery Dept. under stcattary. AFL O 
wha ceived from businessmen. _j of our economy, unions, by forcing] #1" S. Mistery". Tie: that etsikes| Sec.-Treas. William F. Schnitzler, in a letter to all affiliated unions 
ns were He indicated, however, that he} wages Mapes : capped #8 ~ rie gsr father deat hia and central bodies, urged all union members to take an active part 
former et teen Sea eee ee pe ied i ever and that scandal and corrup-| in promoting the drives in hundreds of communities during 1958. 
“tie E d ti L 2 | ti e tion have disappeared from high 
on: places in government. ; 
ucation eel SLatlv Nixon Nomination Forecast — > ° 6 1_9 
; WH The loudest cheers came whea| California ‘Work’ Law 
or} Institute Held by IU he" predicted ‘Nixon's ‘nomination , 
; for the presidency two years F & Fi R d 
eal Nearly 100 delegates from 39 locals explored plans for making —. Sieniaianite ags in irst oun 
legislative issues clearer to their fellow members at the first National samme — Ps yen ns = 
aw Education-Legislative Institute of the Electrical, Radio & Machine) yonot H Be g (Minn.) San Francisco—Organized labor in California has scored a major 
: Workers, held in Washington. Delegates from 17 states, spent four] jai. “Kellow Americans, what’s | Victory in the first round of “the battle of petitions” now being 
Be - days hearing speeches and asking questions of union leaders, going to happen to the Republi- | waged between reactionary and progressive forces in this state. 
EE pneots and oar expeen, ge, in the °30s when the situation was| ©” Party in 1958 shouldn’t hap- | _ A tax-revision initiative backed by the California State Federation 
‘aa comerceemen and embassies, and| ich worse.” pen to a fellow American.” of Labor was qualified for submission to the voters in November. 
E the observing sessions of the Senate, Senators who spoke and their The chamber saw itself in the| ft, sponsors filed a total of ap- 
House and congressional commit- subjects were: role of defender of “the worker) proximately 575,000 _ registered M ae Me 
vidi tees. Pat McNamara (D-Mich.), his|224 his family” with # policy de-| voters’ signatures with county re- ethodi st ‘ oard | 
X next IUE Pres. James B. Carey eX-| dissent from the McClellan com-| l@tation considered at one of the} sistrars several days before the re-| | Hits ‘Work’ Laws. 
or the plained the union’s 10-point anti-| wittee report; Stuart Symington final sessions. It urged “immediate quired filing date. hes iol eee: 
| recession program and_ sharply (D-Mo.), the farm problem; Wayne and effective action” through “right- ‘Werk’ Drive Falls Pr of sete tien banal 
egates rapped the Eisenhower Administra- Morse (D-Ore.), the recession and | *0-work” laws on the federal and agen on jg Short ” sais dhe aapeimneel to Tak 
Ore tion and business for planlessness” Eisenhower Administration corrup- state —_. ; ae, * be ers Poa ap Srl * Gisy ny “Wy tas he 
tering and “inertia and apathy * in the tion; Hubert H. Humphrey (D- In other — < = - oe — re : = vat and, — bility of increasing in “ = 
laws, face of economic and social prob- Minn.), foreign aid and nuclear management | field chamber rd ye — “#8 ni ra wal freedom,” the National 
ed at lems. weapons tests; John Carroll (D- took up policy Statements urging “ a a —e -_ mi Dcoak a6: Maid tnd: Tae 
“With 6 million jobless and |Colo.), political action and civil] the repeal of ae ee -— I Shout 150.000  valig| | Bomic Relations of the Meth- 
t of stagnation overrunning more and j liberties; Jacob Javits (R-N. Y.), a of the  Wals agpee od - ; Pa * A . a ie hone en Py “ odist Church declared here. 
| an more sections of industry,” he | problems facing labor. ~e pring ® pa aa ae Nfinge 4 pe ger oe aj neu caiaaiian i The board adopted a reso- 
pa oold, “with the isbes snovement Other Speakers Named tinuin 4 pinn co of wie tngs obtain su Pts signatures inten ameting Gat ‘ooh 
the objects to violently is the callous ii, Sites SMa (D-Ala.) “ “ine i Such bs grown an te osilned measures are ‘‘miscalled 
ig to lack of program.” sights aint ep arg m-). | Seta OF sot vens: eanenses. —e ; , eo ‘right - to - work’ laws since 
housing; Paul Douglas (D-II1.), civil The temporary existence of | by the state’s law. they do not obligate anyone 
Bo The importance of understand-| rights; Clifford Case (R-N. J.), un-| unusually high unemployment Sec.-Treas. C. J. Haggerty of to give an individual a job. 
ve” ing legislative issues for their in-|/employment compensation; andj| should not be used as an argu- | the state labor federation hailed “We held that union meme 
‘i F fluence on this country’s role of|John F. Kennedy (D-Mass.), the} ment for a shorter workweek, | the work of the Citizens Commit- bership as a basis of con- 
saper world leadership as well as for their} unemployment compensation ex-| another policy declaration set | tee for Tax Equality, official tinued employment should be 
aR domestic effect was stressed by IUE| tension bill he has co-sponsored| forth. sponsors of the tax measure, in left to agreement by manage- 
“Star Sec.-Treas. Al Hartnett. with Rep. Eugene McCarthy (D-}] The chamber came out against the qualifying campaign. He said ment and labor through the 
Sarry People Need Facts Minn.). é _ | Sympathy strikes, strikes in viola-| the 575,000 signatures had set a process of collective bargain- 
ving ayn ; Other speakers included Dir. tion of contract, jurisdictional) new record in state initiative ef- ing,” the church board said. 
adie “The record indicates,” he said, | Stanley H. Ruttenberg of the AFL-| strikes and strikes alleged to correct} forts, even though the effort to 
alter “that when the issues are clearly}CIO Dept. of Research; AFL-CIO} unfair labor practices. It also urged| obtain signers had been halted called Committee on Voluntary 
pi in focus, and people understand | Legislative Rep. H. H. Bookbinder, | legislation to require workers to} well ahead of the deadline. Unionism, sponsor of the 
what the problems are and how to|and Edward P. Morgan, whose] vote by secret ballot “preferably] The measure needed 322,429 “work” nly is now begin- 
solve them, the most progress is} American Broadcasting Co. radio} on company property” on the em-| signatures to qualify. ning to spend huge sums of mo- 
made. The worker understands|news program is sponsored by the] ployer’s final offer before a strike} If approved by the people in the ney to roll. up the necessary 
osed the situation today, just as he did | AFL-CIO. and on any subsequent offers. Nov. 4 general election, the tax qualifying signatures and said 
isher sn9 initiative will: that “a rough fight” is ahead. 
rged 1, Slash the state sales tax from! The final deadline for “work” | 
Ciel 3 to 2 percent. _ | initiative backers to qualify their 
14 2. Reduce the state personal in-| proposal to outlaw the union shop 
come tax on single persons earning] for a place on the ballot is June 26. 
k by less than $8,000 and married cou-| Sen. William F. Knowland (R.- 
100, ples earning less than $15,000. Calif.), Senate GOP leader, is run- 
ll 3. Increase the state income tax| ning for governor on a pro “right- 
ists, on upper-income families to a] to-work” platform. 
atest maximum of 46 percent on taxable 
a incomes over $50,000. Group to Present 
[9 While henoy over ihe relative| Citation to Meany 
showing on the first-round peti-| AFL-CIO Pres. George Meany 
tion’ effort, Haggerty said that he| will receive a citation from the Mas- 
W. does not yet regard the “right-to-|sachusetts Committee, Catholics, 
hon work” backers as defeated. Protestants and Jews, for his work 
art He pointed out that the so- | in increasing respect for the rights 
ici ‘ and the dignity of the individual. 
wo Pressmen’s Monthly The presentation will be made at 
aad :| Wins Safety Award the organization’s 21st annual din- 
e oe : : ™% . Pressmen’s Home, Tenn. — The | ner od 8 in posse and will be 
ned THE QUESTIONS CAME FAST, and so did the answers, when this group of delegates to the first | Navona sea’ ost tas won| to Henry Cabot Lodge, U.S. core 
ted National Education-Legislative Institute of the Electrical, Radio & Machine Workers met Sen. John} awarded to The American Press-| sentative to the United Nations, and 
Kennedy (D-Mass.), standing at left center, near the Senate chamber. Kennedy was one of 10 sena-| man, published monthly by the| Pres. Philip M. Klutznick of B'nai 
tors who addressed the four-day institute. Printing Pressmen’s Union. Brith. 
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Jobless Rate Up; Economy Stagnate . 


Labor Force Idle 
Now 7.5 Percent 


The Census Bureau’s mid-April employment-unemployment 
figures showed a continued slackening-off of business activity as the 


proportion of jobless climbed to 


7.5 percent of the working force. 


Numerically the number of unemployed workers dropped 78,000 


and employment increased by 600,-'? 


000 but there was general agree- 

ment that these figures showed no 

basic economic improvement. 
Employment Still Trails 

The drop in joblesstfess was far 
less than seasonal—below one- 
half of the 200,000 reduction be- 
tween March and April for each 
of the last four years. 

The seasonal increase in em- 
ployment was officially reported as 
concentrated almost wholly in 
farming and construction work. 
The 600,000 rise this year com- 
pared with increases ranging from 
400,000 to 1.2 million across the 

past four years. 

A combination of these figures, 
seasonally adjusted to take ac- 
count of experience, resulted in 
the proportionate rise of job- 
lessness from 7 percent in 
March to 7.5 percent in April. 

The AFL-CIO General Board 
warned in a statement issued just 
before the Census Bureau report 
that a “recession that begins to feed 
on itself may gain momentum and 
become a full-blown depression.” 


Income Drops Sharply 

Between -August, 1957 , and 
March, 1958, the board pointed 
out, wage and salary income 
dropped at a yearly rate of $8.7 
billion—and less than “one quar- 
ter” of this was offset by payment 
of unemployment compensation. 

Business investment continues to 
head downward, the statement 
noted, and “a continuation of the 
decline in wage and salary in- 
come—and in consumer spend- 
ing—clearly spells the danger that 
business activity may be dragged 
further down by a vicious circle 
of layoffs, short work-weeks and 
pessimism.” 

The board called on the Ad- 
ministration and Congress to 
carry out the “clear intent” of 
the Employment Act of 1946, 


policy” of the federal govern- 

ment is to “seek all practicable 
means to promote maximum em- 
ployment, production and pur- 
chasing power.” 

In hearings before a Joint Eco- 
nomic subcommittee headed by 
Sen. Paul H. Douglas (D-Iil.), 
dozens of expert witnesses joined 
the AFL-CIO in advocating ur- 
gent and substantial steps to in- 
crease employment by cutting taxes, 
raising jobless compensation or 
speeding public works, or combi- 
nation of two or more of these 
programs. 

Cheaper loans belatedly pro- 
vided by a reversal of the Fed- 
eral Reserve Board’s “tight 
money” policy, said AFL-CIO 
Research Dir. Stanley H.. Rut- 
tenberg, will not encourage new 
investment by businessmen who 
already see their “productive 
capacity 30 per cent idle.” 

“High unemployment among 
young men,” according to Nathan- 
iel Goldfinger of the AFL-CIO 
Dept. of Research, already has 
“resulted in a postponement of mar- 
riages,” with a “depressing effect 
on (consumer) consumption and 
housing.” 

Fewer Jobs in March 

There were “fewer jobs” in 
March 1958 in plants producing 
durable goods, he said than in 
1942—16 years earlier, and work- 
ing hours were “shorter than since 
before World War II.” 

Successive panels of econo- 
mists before the Douglas sub- 
committee tended to agree, al- 
most unanimously, that the re- 
cession had reached a point at 
which tax reduction and “quick- 
acting” public works were called 
for. 

They differed primarily in se- 
lection of the areas for tax reduc- 
tions —— many emphasized excise 
levies as well as personal and cor- 


which states the “continuing 


poration income taxes. 


construction bill—endorsed by 
dropped by the White House 
AFL-CIO Executive Council. 
The legislation was revived, 
tion, when a House Education 


year. 
Rep. Lee Metcalf (D-Mont.) 
that defeat of the bill last year 


The council noted that in add 


that this fact alone “should give 
take immediate action.” 
Rep. Frank Thompson, Jr. 


members. 


Council Urges School Aid 
Action by Congress Now 


Prompt enactment of a $1.5 billion federal aid to school 


Cleveland Bailey (D-W. Va.) suddenly reported a bili virtually 
the same as the measure drafted by the Administration last 


the votes” needed to push the bill through the full committee, 
and said he plans to try to bring it to a committee vote May 8. 

The Executive Council welcomed the subcommittee action 
and called on Congress to complete the legislation. It charged 


Pres. Eisenhower to give his full support” to the measure. 
“There can be no further excuse for failure,” it declared. 


crowding in America’s classrooms, ‘the bill would provide 
“badly needed, and eminently justified, peblic works activity 
to combat the current dangerous recession.” : 

It noted that the economic slump “did not exist when school 
construction legislation was considered last year,” 


$1.5 billion Eisenhower bill this year, rejected GOP charges 
that Democratic approval of the measure was politically in- 
spired. He said Democratic subcommittee members pushed 
the President’s own bill in preference to others on the theory 
it would be the “most acceptable” 


Pres. Eisenhower in 1957 but 
this year—was urged by the 


despite Administration deser- 
subcommittee headed by Rep. 


said the Democrats “have got 


stemmed from “the failure of 


ition to easing the serious over- 


and added 
the Congress added impetus to 


(D-N. J.), who sponsored the 


to Republican House 


set = 


HOUSE SPEAKER SAM RAYBURN (R-Tex.) turns a spadeful of dirt at ground-breaking cergmm 
monies in Washington for the new home of the Railway Labor Executives Association. Behind Raya 
-burn ‘is Senate Majority Leader Lyndon B. Johnson (D-Tex.); at right is Thomas C. Carroll, presi 

of the Brotherhood of Maintenance of Way Employes and chairman of the editorial board of them 
newspaper Labor. 


autumn. 


By Willard Shelton 
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said that April figures showed the 
policy of “wait and see” was prov- 
ing “costly” and that “immediate 
action” on jobless compensation 
and tax cuts is “essential if Amer- 
ica is to be put back to work.” 


Sponsored by Herlong 


The compensation measure, 
sponsored for coalition symbolic 
purposes by Southern Democratic 
Rep. A. S. Herlong (Fla.), would 
grant government loans to extend 
jobless benefits by 50 percent but 
would allow each state to decide 
whether or not it would “accept” 
the loans for the benefit of its 
unemployed. 


“We are not happy” with the 
House bill, Meany told a press 
conference, “and we will work to 
improve it in the Senate.” 

In the Senate the bill goes 
first to the Finance Committee 
headed by conservative Sen. 
Harry F. Byrd (D-Va.). 


Like the Herlong bill, the Ad- 
ministration proposal would have 
financed supplementary compen- 
sation by government advances, to 


taxe$ or state appropriation. 
would have confined emergency 
benefits solely to the workers al- 
ready. eligible under widely vary- 
ing state laws. But it did not 
openly invite states to refuse the 
aid. 

Democrats Sought Extension 

The Democratic measure would 
have extended jobless benefits for 
1 flat 16 weeks for most unem- 
dloyed workers including hundreds 
of thousands now barred by state 
2ligibility and disqualification rules. 

It also would have made the 
money available to the states as 
outright federal grants rather 
than as loans or advances. 

This measure, approved by the 
Ways and Means Committee head- 
ed by Chairman Wilbur Mills (D- 
Ark.), went down the drain when 
the GOP-Southern Democratic co- 
alition approved the Herlong sub- 


AFL-CIO Pres. George Meany 


be,repaid later either by employer | 
It 


stitute by a 223-t0-164 roll call 
vote. 
General Board Statement 

The AFL-CIO General Board 
in a policy resolution prior to the 
House vote pointed out that the 
Democratic bill was a “dramatic 
acknowledgement” of the defi- 
ciencies of state jobless compensa- 
tion laws but did nothing to re- 
quire improvements of those laws 
or to raise weekly compensation. 
The board called on member un- 
ions to help “alert all citizens” to 
the needs of the jobless. 

In the anti-recession battle 
otherwise, the maneuvering over 
government measures continued, 
with the Administration fighting 
to delay action and Democrats 
talking slightly more vigorously 
than in the past of tax cuts. 

Pres. Eisenhower said hopefully 
at a news conference that he 
thought the April statistics indi- 
dicated the recession is “flattening 
out” but showed no enthusiasm 
for a tax cut because he ,was not 
assured that a reduction, of itself, 
would cause an economic pick- 
up. 

Mitchell Renews Pressure 

Labor Sec. James P. Mitchell, 
an early Administration advocate 
of tax slashes, nevertheless renewed 
the pressure by urging that a de- 
cision, should be made “within 30 
to 60 days#’ 

He saw no short-term im- 
provement in the business picture 
from the April figures, Mitchell 
told a news conference, and he 
warned that no significant change 
in the unemployment figures 
could be expected this month 
either. 

“If a bolstering of the economy 
is necessary, then as opposed to 
any other form of government 
action I would favor a tax cut,” 
the secretary said. 

Sen. Lyndon Johnson (D-Tex.), 
Senate majority leader, added his 

voice to those urging a decision 
on tax policy. 

Unless public works expendi- 


‘Dixiegops’ Wield Hatchet on] 
Extension of Aid to Jobless 7 


The Howe passed a watered-down version of the Administration’s emergency unemployment comma 
pensation bill after a coalition of Republican and southern Democrats rejected a more liberal Demos 
cratic plan reported favorably by the Ways and Means Committee. 

The House voted only two days after release of mid-April employment statistics on the basis om 
which the Administration conceded that recovery from the business slump would be delayed untily 
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tures could be speeded up and 
“enthusiastically executed” by the 
Eisenhower Administration, Bem 
said, “we are going to have @ 
reach a decision about our tax 
structure.” 


The initiative, he pointed out 
must come from the House, whici 
under the Constitution must orig 
inate all tax bills, but “if we dont 
provide a cure to the recession if 
public works there is no alterna 
tive but tax revision.” 


Meany Salutes 
IAM Anniversary 


AFL-CIO Pres. George Meany 
extended hearty birthday greetings 
to the Intl. Association of Machine 
ists on their 70th birthday May 5 


In a letter to IAM Pres. Al & 
Hayes, Meany lauded the union for 
its record of sound trade unionism 
and for bringing economic justicé 
and democracy into industrial lifes 


He urged the members of thé 
IAM to rededicate themselves of 
this 70th anniversary of their um 
ion to “building a better and 
stronger America, a land of justice 
and fair play in a world that is 
first of all free, and equally a8 
important, at peace.” _ 

Governors of four additional 
states have signed proclamations 
setting aside Monday, May 5, to 
honor the Intl. Association of 
Machinists, 
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